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Art. xxv1. Sermons on the following Subjects; Man the 
Offspring of God ; Virtue the end of Man’s Creation; the 
Neceffiity of prattifing univerfal Virtue; the excellency of ae 
the chriftian Morals, &¢. By Strickland Gough, M. A. we 
Refor of Swateild, and Vicar of Swinftead in Lincoln- | 
fhire. ndon: fold by Noon; and Millar, Ofavo. | 


Price 5 s. 


WN thefe difcourfes of this ingenious author, the reader, 
tho’ there is little to ftrike his imagination, or move his ’ 
affections, will yet find the great and important prin- | 


ciples of religion inculcated in a clear, natural, and | 
eafy manner. His fentiments, though common, are juft; 
his ftile plain and void, of ornament; and his notions of : 


religion manly and rational, The fubjeéts, on which he 
treats, are of the greateft importance; fuch as the high 
value, and abfolute neceflity of moral righteoufnefs, in or- 
der to our obtaining favour aid acceptance with the go- 
vernour of the univerfe; the unfpeakable advantages of a 
virtuous and liberal education ; and the great excellency of 
the chriftian morals. | ' 
That the reader may be the better able to judge of his 
manner, we thall here give him part of one of his fermons, 
the fubje&t of which is of great.importance, viz. "The con- 
fequences of a right belief of the omniprefence of God. In 
this fermon he. does not dwell lang on the doftrinal part, 
but confiders chiefly the moral ufcs that may be made 
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of it: he obferves that nothing can more effectually enable 
us to mafter our paffions, correct our evil habits, and pu- 
rify our hearts, than an habitual perfuafion that the fupreme 
fearcher of hearts is every where prefent. ‘* It is, fays he, 
one of the beft rules that ever was given for writing well 
and fublimely, which Longinus has laid down, to imagine 
how Homer, or Plato, or Thucydides, or any other of the 
beft writers of antiquity, would think, or exprefs them- 
felves on the fame fubje& ; or what judgment they would 
form on what we write, if they were to hear it read to 
them, and it was fubmitted to their judgment. And this 
rule-bas had its<effeét, to furnifh the world with many 
excellent authors, who have fancied them prefent, in cither 
one or other capacity, as models of criticks. But what 


_are Homer,.. or Plato, or Demofihenes, or Thucidides, or 


all the writers of antiquity ; or the wife, or the fcribe, or 
the difputers of this world, compared with him who feeth 


not as man feeth, and who is rea//y.prefent with, us, when 


the prefence of fuch beings is only fictitious and imaginary ? 
Let_us purfue this reflection: and for the certainty of 

the rule confider, and no man can fail to obferve it, 

what effects the prefence of other creatures, whether of fu- 


_perior, or equal ranks, actually has upon us. Shou’d we 


not be afhamed to utter a lewd or a bafe thought before 
our inferiours ; fervants, children, or the meaneft of man- 
kind? nay, is any thing more common, than to be a- 
fhamed to appear what we really are? What fubterfuges of 


' drefs do we fly to; what difguifes do we throw over eur 


_moft innocent fentiments? what various vifages do we wear? 
what mafks, what cloaks, what hypocrify do we appear 
in? nay, how often do we endeavour to hide our felves 
even from our own eyes? and how afraid are’ we that we 


* fhould difcover what bad charaéters we are? this makes 


us fly to a thoufand vain amufements ; to company, to the 
foporifick power of wine, and the like, to hide ourfelves 


from whomfoever we can, be it from our own thoughts, 


or from the eyes of others: and we fhould think that 


“"perfon’ our greateft enemy, who fhould draw our faithful 


portrait, or hold forth the true mirrour, in which we 


* might behold our natural features and complexion.—But, 
‘ if we are thus afraid of other beings of equal infirmities, 
~ and would appear fair in their eyes; if we are’ thus afraid 
of an ideal itfelf, and would fain think we are fo much 


better than we really are: fhould it not be our higheft am- 
bition, to appear lovely, and approved in the eyes of him 
-_ ‘who 
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hur? is perfection itfelf, and°on whom no difgujfe can 
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Nor is it only thus i general; but it is the fame with 
regard ‘to every particular a€tion. Would a judge, who 
reprefented a potent and righteous prince, dare to pro- 
nounce an unjuft decree in his prince’s prefence? What 
labourer would dare to loiter away his time, when his ma- 
filer was at his. elbow, and faw with his own eyes how 
his bufinefs was neglected ? or, would the vileft and moft 
abandoned of men, have effrontery enough to commit 
an outrage, or a theft in the fight of the place of exe- 
cution, and of the magiftrate ready to do his office? 
By fuch like inftances we fee men cam, and men do, re- 
ftrain themfelves from following their fecret inclinatioris, 
and indulging their ftrongeft lufls and paffions, on the 
principle ] am arguing upon. 

To fhew farther, how extreamly du@tile, how fufcep- 
tible of inftruétion, how capable of government and re- 
ftraint human nature is; let us caft our eyes on the hif- 
tory of the moft large and populous countries, and fee how 
they have fubmitted to government, even the moft def- 
potical, flavifh, and oppreffive, at the beck and nod of a 
fingle tyrant, who: was not fo’ much as perfonally’ prefent 
to fee his orders obeyed, or to punifh the violation of 
them. Egypt, Perfia, Babylon, Lydia, Greece, and Rome, 
are ‘undeniable inftances of this truth: and even in the 
age we live, to fay nothing of fome of our neighbouring 
monarchies, the difcipline of the “Jamizaries in the Grand 
Séignior’s court, will fhew us what regulations men may 
be brought under, with proper perfons to wateh and infpeéct 
them. 

It is an obfervation of fome celebrated writers, that no 
one is born without capacity; but that the ftupidity of 
men is owing to nothing elfe, but negle€&t of proper dif- 
cipline and education in their youth, which gives an op- 
portunity of contracting the moft untoward habits; We 
fhall fee it to be a very juft obfervation, if we will only 
remark on the difcipline of an.army ; compofed generally 
of perfons, of all others the leaft ingenious, and moft un- 
educated. How exact are their motions! with what uni- 
formity, .and-regularity do they perform every part of 
their exercife ! and who dare not hefitate a moment to obey 
the orders of their fuperiors! how are the moft cowardly 
of men, forced to run into manifeft danger, and fometimes 
tufh upon certain death? is it not owing, after the ne- 
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ceflary leffonsand inftructions, to the. prefence of their com- 
manders, and the vigilant eyes with which they are obfery- 
ed? nay, what is that noble principle of glory, which ena- 
bles men to perform fuch excellent, fuch ;generous, ;.fuch 
meritorious actions ; but the defire of a fair:appearance a- 
mong men, and to gain their approbation and efteem? 
or, what is that contrary principle of fame, which leads 
them to forbear many things, which perhaps they have'a 
fecret inclination to; but fear of lofing their. reputation in 
the world, and gaining the ill opinion of mankind? Both 
which principles, it will be always the care of.a liberal an 
ingenuous education to infpire men with 2 >. . " 

Nor has the exalted principle of glory only, but that of 
common decency, the fame effe&t. In courts of judicature, 
and all public aflemblies, every one puts on a propriety 
of behaviour, and avoids giving the reins to any irregular 
appetite or paflion. ‘i 

Even an atheift will put on the appearance of devotion 
in achurch, dreading the imputation of fingularity, and to 
be what is called taken notice of; and the effect of the 
prefence of other beings to reftrain our paffions, is fo very 
great, that perhaps it is impoflible for any man,to defile 
his neighbour’s wife, attempt upon the chaftity of the 
daughter of his friend, or break in upon the honour of 
any family, whilft the guardians of fuch perfons were 
looking on. For bafenefs of this nature, men feek out 
for fhades, and obfcurity, and darknefs. Nay, fo power- 
ful is the apprehenfion of the prefence of other beings over 
us, that even thofe who dare to glory in their fhame, and 
boaft of their flagrant iniquities after the commiffion, have 
generally too much wicked difcretion to perpetrate them 
before witnefles, 

But, alas, what a vain thought and imagination is it, 
that we are ever fecret or private, when the all-piercing 


_ eye of God is always upon us, and he is prefent, even 


when we. are abfent from ourfelves? or, how can we 


flatter ourfelves that we fhall never be found out, when 


we are already feen! or, why do’ we flee the company of 
a fellow-mortal, when that great Being ftays with us, 
whofe company we fhall never be able. to thake off! | 
If we would duly attend to this confideration, . furely we 
could never bring our felves to be guilty of the vices we 
now practife with fo much boldnefs and: »prefumption. 


. Art thou afraid to loiter, or neglect thy duty im the prefence 


of an. earthly mafter? confider, shat both he and thofe 
P , have 
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have a_mafter alfo in heaven, who will fhortly .come to 
judgment to take account of all-his fervants, and who fees 
how thy talent is negleéted, even though thou fhouldft 
hide it in the center of the earth.—Art thou afraid to 
fuffer thy {elf to be corrupted, and to pronounce an un- 
jut decree in the prefence of thy prince? and. doft thou 
not tremble at the thought, that the bribe thou haft taken, 
and conveyed-with fuch wondrous privacy te by coffer, 
‘was ata time when there was no lefs a being at thy right- 
hand, than. the king of kings, and the only ruler of prin- 
ces?—Can we fhow fo much complaifance, and pay fuch 
deference to an. affembly of beings of the fame fize and 
{pecies with ourfelves; and be fo perfectly rude, fo abfo-' 
lutely infenfible, in the prefence of the Lord of heaven and 
earth ?—Shall we. be ftruck with fuch difmay at the re- 
fentment of an injured husband, or the inexorable revenge 
of a brother of the unlawful object of love, the honour 
of whofe families we are contriving to ftain; and yet rufh 
undauntedly on the wrath of him, the thunder of whofe 
pawees who can withftand, before whom the pillars of 
aven tremble, and are aftonifhed at his reproof? 

‘What amazing abfurdities’ are thefe, and what ftrange 
and idle creature are we! Let us recolleé ourfelves, and no 
Jonger aét thus unworthy of our reafonable nature: but 
let us pay as much greater regard to the prefence of God, 
as God is fuperior to the Rigbsf rank of our fellow-crea- 
tures; for, the greateft of them looketh only on the out- 
_ward appearance, but the lord looketh onthe heart. For 
-which reafon, we fhould take as nice a care of the inward 
difpofition. of our minds, to feafon them with wifdom, 
and un{potted purity before Him, as we would take of our 
outward perfons, before the moft amiable and clegant 
affociates that we accompany withal. 

If men would habituate themfelves to this thought, they 
might as eafily regulate their inward difpofitions on all, as 
they now do their external behaviour, on fome particular 
. oceafions. And when we contemplate the adorable excel- 
Jencies and perfections of the Divine nature, it would give 
_us the fame exquifite pleafure and fatisfaction to do fo, as 
it now gives us, to prune away whatever is difagreeable in 
Our tempers, and manners, and appearance, to thofe by 
whom we defire to be feen in the faireft point of light. — 

And this would prove an unerring rule of conduct to all 
_ beings whatfoever, as the fupreme Searcher of hearts is ¢- 
qually fuperior to all, as to any one of them, between whom 
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there is in his eye no diftinétion whatfoever. A’confidera~ 
tion, one would particulatly recommend to perfons of high 
rank ; and the more ftrongly, in proportion to their fe- 
veral degrees, becaufe they feem to have no other reftraint 
on their actions at all. Some are without any controul, 
others under very little, from any fuperior in this world; 
being apt to think, they are accountable to none for any 
part of their behaviour; and it is very difficult to bring 
them to attend to any admonitions, though delivered by 
perfons of the moft facred charaéters, and on the moft 
folemn cccafions, Nathan, though a prophet fent with a 
fpecial meffage from God. himfelf, was forced to make ufe 
of artifice, fiGtion, and circumlocution, to bring the royal 
finner to a fenfe of two of the bafeft of crimes; and to 
fave himfelf from the fevereft judgments of the Deity, whofe 


“prefence he had for a long time been unmindful of. But, 


if perfons in high life would paufe only a moment, to ob- 
ferve the influence their company has on their inferiors ; 
unlefs they are void of all generous principles, they would 
fee the much greater influence the prefence of God ought 
to have upon them, between whom there is fuch an in- 
finite diftance, that I dare not prefume fo much as to offer 
at acomparifon. I fhall only add, to inforce this confide- 
ration, that the author of my text, who gives us fuch 
a fine deftription of the omniprefence of God, and draws 
fuch pious refle&tions from it, was no lefs than the king of 
Tjrael, even David, the man after God’s own heart. 
Thus have I confidered the natural.and obvious confe- 
quences of a right belief of the omniprefence of God. And 
they are fo natural and obvious, thaat it is infinitely fur- 
prifing we do not fee them take effeét in the hearts and 
lives of mén. There js but one confideration, on which 
it can be accounted for; and that is, that God is invifible 
tous, over whofe corporeal eye a thick veil is drawn, fo 
that no mortal._man hath feen God at any time, nor can 
fee. But, it is the bufinefs of reafon and faith to repre- 


 fent fpiritual objeéts as ftrongly to our minds, as vifible 


objects are reprefented to our bodily fight. And this will 
convince every thinking man, that Faith is the moft ra- 
tional, the moft noble, the moft exalted principle we can 
act upon: and that to be without faith, muft always be 
attended with dreadful and mifthievous confequences, 

To prevent which, there cannot be more offeGtual means 
than daily contemplation, and private facial and family wor- 
fbip, Which, when we do not reft in the external per- 
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For JANUARY, 17512 1697! 
formances 5 ‘hor fly to them, as‘a cloak for hypocrify ; nor 
confine all our religion to them ; nor grow fpiritually proud 
thereby; but ufe' them only‘as HELPs to keep up in our 
minds, and the minds of thofe about us, a fenfe of the om- 
niprefence of God, and of our dependance on, and ac- 
countablenefs to him, could not fail of producing thefe moft 
excellent and defirable effeéts.”’ | | | 
. To thefe fermons our author has added his critical di/fer- 
tation (firft publifhed in the year 1742) on thofé words in 
the firft epiftletothe Corinthians, For this caufe ought the wo- 
man to have power on her head, becaufe of the angels. fh 





Art. xxvit. Reafons humbly offered for compofing a new 
Set of Articles of Religion :——With 21 Articles of Reli- 

’ gions propofed as a Specimen for Improvement. Printed 

for R. Griffiths, in St. Paul’s Church-yard, Odfave, 
Pages 105. Price one Shilling and Six-pence. 


HIS fmall, but fenfible and judicious performance, 

is infcribed to the archbifhops and bifhops of England 
and Ireland. «The author’#view init is to endeavour to 
promote'the defign of revifing the liturgy, articles, and ca- 
nons of our eftablifhed church, the neceffity of which has 
been fo clearly and fully fhewn by the worthy and inge- 
nious authors of the free and candid di/quifitions, to whofe 
pious and laudable endeavours for advancing the interefts of 
religion, and. the honour of our church, we are perfuaded 
every true proteftant, every friend to virtue and chriftianity, 
wifhes all imaginable fuccefs. 

The greateft part of our author’s performance is taken 
up with quotations from Stillingfleet, Burnet, Nicholls, Ben- 
net, and other learned men, to fhew that the prefent thirty- 
nine articles of religion admit of different interpretations ; 
that a fubfcription to.them does not in any manner contri- 
bute to prevent diverfities of opinion in religious matters, 
or promote uniformity of fentiments; and that, confe- 
quently, the retaining of them, as they are now exprefled 
in fuch doubtful and uncertain terms, cannot in any refpeét 
tend to the fecurity of religion in general, or to the prefer- 
vation of the church of England in particular; fince they 
are at prefent no bar to exclude any, but fuch as are truly 
confcientious and deferving, who ought on no account to 
be kept from our communion. He endeavours to prove, 
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clergy are now bound, as to fubfcribing the thirty-nine arti: 
cles, does not require a fubfcription to ALL thearticles,. but . 
ONLY to thofe that concern the true chriftian fatth, and the, 
doctrine of the facraments, bith 
After removing fome popular and, plaufible objeRiopsagainft- 
making any alterations in religion, he addgefles -himfelf to 
the bifhops, in the following manner. 
«¢ My good, moft, and: right reverend lords the bifhops, 
ye are the worthy fucceflors of the bleffed apoftles; in the 
work of the enatiry 3 Chrift, ant I aN 
endeavours in. general are to imitate their examples, , 
hope in all refpeéts to difcharge your high office, according 
to St. Paul's direCtions to Timothy. But — me vee 
feech and .intreat you, in: the fpirie of. chriftian.mee 
and. humility, well to weigh, 7 dul amie what. has 
been of late reprefented to your moft Cian confideration, 
for a new tranflation of the bible, a review and improve- 
ment of our liturgy, articles of faith, and canons of the 
church, in things neceflary and expedient, The particu- 
lars,. which, have been fo fairly, fo truly, fo en 
and with fo much reafon and ftrength of argument fub- 
mitted to.your candid and impartial review; as fitand pror 
per alterations and amendments to be made, cannot but 
leave fome impreffions on your lordfhips: ‘minds, :endued 
with the principles of true chriftianity, But,’ my lords, of 
what ufe are reafon, argument and convition, » if -things 
which are proved to be actually amifs, and to require altera- 
tion and. correction, ftill remain in the: fame unhi 
ftate, without being rectified and amended. ‘The particu 
lars inftanced in, are either what ought to be, or ought not 
to’ be altered. If it appears to your lordfhips, that the 


things, complained of do not want alteration, why will not 
_your lordfhips publifh an anfwerto what bas . been urged 
_with, fuch, ftrength of reafon, in favour of a reformation, 


with your names fubfcribed thereto? This would be fa- 
tisfaGtory :. but without this, both the good and bad among 
us will think-—--—-. Or, if: your lordfhips are of an opi- 
nion, that fomething fhould be done for: the honour and 
greater purity and perfedtion.of true religion ; then, furely, 
no good reafon can be afligned, why it fhould not be foon 
undertaken, The apoftles, your lordfhips predeceffors in 
Chrift’s miniftry, were not deterred from doing their-duty, 
by apy appearances of the moft dreadful perfecutions, not 
even the moft cruel deaths. But you, my lords, have 
non¢ of thefe apprehenfions to-fear or dread, And permit 
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me to obferve,-what your lordthips very well know, that 
ne temporal, or:private. views, ought to hinder you from: 
performing the will of your Lord.and mafter, wholaid down 
his life in charity te. mankind 5 that-we might live:in peace» 
and \unity, in Joye and good-will one towards:-another. 
¥our lordfhips alfo know, that.at the day of judgment we 
are to anfwer for the megleéts and comiffions of duty, 
well as for the commiffion of fin... And 1am: truly per~ 
fuaded i, my-own ‘mind, that your lordfhips think it tobe 
a duty incumbent on you, to takecare and fee that Chrift's 
flock, committed to your charge,: be fupplied in all things 
acearding to God’s word:—--+T hat: thofe. who cannot eat 
meat, do not, -péerifh for-want of proper foodw—s_That 
both the ftrong and weak in faith, who are oe 
will find favour and acceptance. with your ips, the 
hifhops and paftors of our church; and not be -forced:to 
{tray from our. communion, and become guilty of fchifm, 
or at leaft branded with the odious: and criminal name’ of 
{chifmaticks, For you, my good lords, know, thefe. are 
duties agreeable to the gofpel of Chrift,: to the fpirie of truth 
and peace, of.love and unity.. And therefore, as bifhops; 
under the great bifhop of fouls,- your goodnefs, your 
your fincerity, your love of truths and the. chriftian: reli 
gion, will not fuffer.or permit you to negle& them iba 








. [have clearly demonftrated, from the beft ‘authorities, 
and many moremight be produced, that our prefent thirty¢ 
fine articles ate_no: bar to exclude.bad men 5 that they ad 
mit \of various “interpretations, and have been underftood 
and fubfcribed io very oppofite and contrary fenfes ; fo.that 
a.diverfity of opinion has not been prevented by fubfcri 
to them, nor yet a uniformity of fentiments obtained’; 
therefore they are of no real ufe or fervice, unlefs toexclude 
fome few from the church, who can: in no fenfe reconcile 
them to their own con{ciences, fo as to fubfcribe them, 
and: yet are otherwife very worthy good men, 1 have alfo 
proved, that the act.of the 13th £iiz, and by which all 
the clergy are now bound, as to fub{cribing the thirty-nine 
articles, does not require a fub{cription to Att the articles ; 
buti ONLY fo yg that concern the true chriftian faith, and 
the doétrine of the facraments, ‘Thefe are words as clear and 
plain, as any that can poffibly be made ufe of. And, as 
thefe faéts cannot be denied or refuted, how reafonable, how 
neceflary, how wife and chriftian would it be, either to have 
our articles reviewed, and others eftablifhed, that are more 
c@lear, certain, and indifputable; (for your lordfhips fee 
| what 
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what differences, what perplexity, what difputes and con-* 
fufion, the prefent ones occafion) or that none fhould be ' 
forced to fubfcribe to more of the articles’ than fuch as’ 
ONLY, concern the true chriftian faith, and the doétrine of 
thesfacraments, as direéted by the 13th of Eliz. And if 
there besany doubt’ as to thefe, it will be worthy of your 
lordfhips interpofition to procure an act, and have them di- - 
ftinguifhed and afcertained... 
- Your lordfhips have fo lately as the laft feffions of parlia- 
mient, ¢oncurred in voting for an explanation of two of our 
actsiof uniformity; the 13th of A/iz. and the 13th and: 
e4thof Charles:1I andwhiclrattords a recent inftance, and: 
an 4fgument taken from the/higheft authority, to prove my 
former’ obfervation ; ‘thatfubfcription to the articles is not 
ired:ifrom any / but heads of colleges and leéturers, by 
theilaftact-of uniformity.: as.alfo, that none of our acts of 
yniformity are fo facred and inviolable, as not to be altered. 
Buty;my afar lords, if: there were juft reafons for doing 
this, sonia late occafion, are there m fome of much greater, 
and: more weighty importance, for explaining the fame act 
Elizabeth in-favour of thofe, who would fubfcribe 
toithe thirty-nine acticien according to both the letter and 
intention of that ftatute 2. Nay, it deferves the ferious con- 
fideration of the whole legiflature, not longer toconnive at, 
permit, and fuffer a canon of our church todifpenfe with, 
Superfede,..and render invalid, an act of the whole legifla- 
tive power. : This: is:anevil of too long a ftanding ; and, 
in its confequence, no lefs than an ufurpation over the 
Jaw, and the confciences of many learned, pious and good 
men; in.oppofition to, and even againft, the very clear 
words, -fpirit and. meaning of an act of parliament ; and 
which, therefore requires and demands fpeedy redrefs. And 
what good reafon can be affigned, why we "thould ftretch, 


or-go beyond the dew, to opprefs the confciences: of men, 


andexclude them from our communion; rather than to 


‘mitigate, the rigour, even of a fuppofed law, in favour:of 


thofe who infift, that both the letter and fpirit of it is in 
their favour ; and only the illegal exercife of it againft them? 
Bhis,, my lords, isa concern of great moment ; and [ am 


ag-hopes will admit of the moft ferious attention. 


. Once more, my good lords, whom I truly honour and 


_yeverence, and would not willingly offend, by this humble 


addrefs, which, on fuch an occafion, I apprehend, cannot 
be too folemn and patheticn, 


As 
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Asour church is confidered as the head of the proteftant 
interefl, and the centre of proteftant unity, it behoves ‘yout 
lordfhips to be exceeding careful and folicitous, to_have_re- 
moved out of it all errors and miftakes, or even blemifhes, 
that may feem to render it lefs'deferving of the efteem and 
imitation of other reformed churches ; that fo, by-the new 
luftre of a brighter-and clearer reformation, it may conti- 
nue to be a more permanent pillar, a more folid bulwark of 
the proteftant religion; alfo a model to all others, as to the 
foundnefs of its doGtrine, the purity of its worfhip, and the 
exactnefs of its difcipline. This would be worthy of your 
lordfhips emulation ;‘ worthy of cotemporary bifhops in 
this learned and enlightened age ; and redound to your 
lordfhips future glory, in generations to come. If our li- 
turgy, articles and canons, were once reviewed, altered 
and improved, we fhould begin an zra of a new reforma- 
tion, And then would the names of Cranmer and Ridley, 
Hooper and Latimer, in part, grow obfcure,: and fuffer an 
eclipfe, from the more refplendent and amiable ‘names of 
Herring and Hutton, Sherlock and Hoadley, Butler, Secker, 
and Benfon ; and many others, on your lordfhips bench, 
needlefs to mention. And may thefe refleétions have a 
proper influence on all your lordfhips minds, fo asto engagr 
you to undertake, begin and perfeét, what may be mo 
for the real benefit of Chrifi’s religion, and the honour of 
our eftablifhed church, are the true and unfeigned withes of 
him who prays for their profperity, and that. of your 
lordfhips. - 

I conclude in the words of our excellent bifhop Hoadly : 
(anfwer to committee, p. 50) Who gives the more fincere 
proofs of his concern for religion, ‘and the glory of God? 
He who pleads for amending things, that have not for- 
merly been fufficiently confidered; or he who would ‘ap~ 
pear to contend earneftly for the continuance of that bur- 
den, under which many good men, as I have underftood, 
have long groaned ?” 

As our author thinks it both reafonable and neceffary, 
that an eftablifhed church fhould retain, and have autho- 
rifed fome articles both of faith and doétrine, to diftinguith 
itfelf from others; and to which, as a ftandard, its mem- 
bers may appeal, and make application, on all proper and 
fuitable occafions, both for their own fatisfaétion, and the 
conviétion of others, he has annexed a fet of articles, fuch as 
fcem to him moft effential and neceflary tothe faith of a ar 
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ftian, and, which contain the fubftance of our prefent tbinty- 
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NHIS yarns Fs of the learned and ingenious Mr, 
hdr is iz gy eee meats as.a fupplement 

his. exeelle sy on the chrifign, religion; and 

= tains a colletion of detached remarks on ecclefiaftical 
on Sa sire writers, without ftridtly obferving, or 
ra oe i the carey of Ee: ‘The ay who 

with pagan, as well as. chri- 

Psy -antiquity, ye ee made feveral curious obfer- 
a philological . kind, which both: diverify the 


ie and entertain the teader, He informs us in his 
Pelee >, 


that the intention of his work ‘* is to produce fach 


exidenct, as may {upport and confirm the truth of chri- 


ftignity ; and thew. that the providence of God bas appeared 
in its eftablifhment, and in its prefervation, to ayoid pe- 


temptory decifions on fome lately controverted queftions, 
and feck: out a. way between the extremes; not to pro- 


ounce thofe things falfe, which may perhaps be true; nor 


ee ings certain, which are only “a re nor tee 


lings ‘al the antient chriftians, whence + may 

Bs abi inferences ; to excite in their hearts a love 
weed that belt gift of heaven to mankind ; and 

h not a fuperftitious veneration, for ‘thofe 

cod: men, ba if they could not difpute for it altogether 
g well. as the prefent generation; yet, which is more, 
could die for it; to rejeé& thofe trifles, which perfons ‘of 


greater zeal than ieoremen would obtrude upon the world 
#8 golden reliques of primitive chriftianity ; and to add fe- 


veral, things of a mifcellaneous and philological kind, which 


will ferve, at leaft, to diverfify the fubje&t.” 


: The preface, which is a pretty-long one, coniiton of 


forty-feven pages, contains many excellent and judicious 
vations concerning that fpirit of perfecution and fiery 


zeal, 




















weal, which has prevailed almoft in every age of the chri- 
ftian church ;: and is wrote with great .candor and modera- 
tion, QOur~author obferves, that chriftianity, though a 
plain and fimple inftitution, when reduced to its principles, 
and calculated to promote the: happinefs‘of mankind, has 
varied confiderably, and adopted feveral difagreeing’ non- 
‘effentials, according to the times, and the people who have 
entertained it; like a clear and unpollutéd fountain, fed by 
fecret channels with the dew of heaven; which, when it 
grows a large river, and takes‘a long and winding courfe, 
‘receives a tincture from the varidus foils through which it 
‘paffes. ‘* When: chriftianity, fays he, became a bulky 
fyftem, one may trace in it the genius of ' the loquacious 
and ever-wrangling Greeks; of the enthufiattic Africans, 
whofe imagination was fublimed by the heat of the fun; of 
the fuperftitious -Zgyptians, whofe fertile foil, and warm 
-elimate,. produced monks and hermits, fwarming like ani- 
mals fprung from the impregnated mud of the Nile ; and of 
the ambitious and political Romans, ‘who were refolved to 
rule over the world in one fhape or other, To this we 
‘may add the Few/b zeal ‘for trifles, arifing from a con- 
tracted illiberal mind ; the learned fubtilty of the Gentile 
philofophers ; and the pomp and ceremony of paganifm. — 

-As foon as chriftian focieties began, debates began ; and, @s 
foon as chriftianity was by law eftablithed, debates grew mote 
violent. It is not in the wit, or in the power of man; ér 
rather, it is dn impoffibilicty to prevent diverfity of opi- 
nions, fince this is the unavoidable refult of human impet- 
fe&tion, and human liberty ; and is not to be removed, uh- 
lefswe had more light, or lefs agency.——Councils after 
councils convened to fettle the differences amongft chri- 
ftians ; and fometimes they met fo frequently, that they 
might be called: guarter-feffiong, as well as councils, But 
Gregory. Nazianzen, a man of learning, a chriftian, a bi- 
fhop, and a father of the church, has told us, that, for his 
part, he chofe to avoid allfuch aflemblies ; becaufe he ne- 
ver {aw any that had good fuccefs; and that did not rather 
increafe than leffen diffenfions and quarrels.” 

After this he proceeds to fhew what ftrange things have 
been decreed by general councils, and national fynods ; 
how atlas degenerated, and things went on from 
bad to worfe, from folly to corruption, from weaknefs to 
wickednefs, till the reformation made confiderable amend- 
ments. ** The chriftian world, fays he, is now divided 
into the reformed and unreformed; or rather, into thofe 

who 
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-who are not, and thofe who are members of the church of 
-Rome. The latter, as they deal leaft in’ reafon, are the 
‘moft difpofed to ufe the’ illuminating arguments above- 


mentioned, which ferve as a /uccedaneum in the place of 
reafon. T hey would willingly force upon’ us a mode. of 
chriftianity, which neither we nor our fathers were able to 


‘bear. Our religious eftablifhment is far better, and highly 


valuable, and we fhould be ungrateful, if we did not efteem 
it ; but the more fimple and unexceptionable a religion is, 
the dearer will it be to thofe who unfterftand it, and know 
what it isto enjoy it. In fuch a religion charity would be 
a gainer, and faith would be no lofer; and it. would be an 
eafier tafk to fatisfy doubters, to bring over infidels, and to 
re-unite believers. Before the ews fhall be converted, 

and the Gentiles flow into the church, itis reafonable to 


fuppofe, that in.the chriftian world there will be more har- 


mony, more mutual compliance and forbearance, than at 
prefent is to be found. 

As the oppofers of the gofpel have frequently had recourfe 
to arguments ad hominem, and have taken advantage from 
modern fyftems, and from the writings of divines of this or 
that perfuafion ; fo the defenders of revelation have often 
found them(elves under a neceffity of reducing things to the 
venerable chriftianity of the new teftament, and of adven- 
turing no farther ; and of declining the reff, as not effential 


- to the caufe, and to the controverfy. 


The removal even of {mall defects, and improvement 
from good to better, fhould always be the 1 Oe of every 
endeavours. 

Modeft and peaceable they ought certainly to be; for there 
is a reverence due to the public, to civil fociety, to rulers 
and magiftrates, and to the majority ; and decency and 
prudence are neither marks of the deaft, nor that worldly 
wifdom, which ftands condemned in the gofpel. In all 
fuch endeavours great care and difcretion are requifite, dif- 
ficulties of various. forts prefent themfelves, and diffieulties 


-not to be flighted ; fome of which fhall be paffed over in 


filence, becaufe: they might poffibly rather sad to irritate 
than to appeafe, and give an offence, which fhould be in- 
duftrioufly avoided. There isa fear of confequences, arifing 
in cautious and diffident minds; a fear of lofing what is-va- 


_luable, by feeking what. is defireable ; ; there is a wide- 
- fpread indifference towards every thing of a ferious kind ; 

and itus fadly increafed by that thoughtlefs diffipation, and 
»thofe expenfive follies, which are fo prevalent; © there .is 
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alfo a fettled diflike of the gofpel among too many, who 
are fo ignorant, and fo prejudiced, a8 to account chriff: 
anity itfelf to be of no ufe and importance. fa 
- Thefe confiderations may incline melancholy perfons to 
imagine, that it is vain to expect, amendments of a more 
refined nature, which feems to depend on a favourable 
concurrence of circumftances feldom united ; and that we 
have not a foundation which can bear the fuperftru@ture. 

It is muth to be wifhed, that more effectual methods 
could be contrived to fupprefs vice, and to affift the wil- 
ling, and to compel the unwilling to earn their bread ho- 
neftly in the days of their youth and ftrength, and thereby 
to fecure the peace of civil fociety, and to fave from ruin 
‘fo many poor creatures, of whom it is hard to decide, 
whether they be more wicked, or more miferable, and 
whofe crimes it would be far better to -prevent, than to 
punifh. If we could do any thing to remove, or ‘to di- 
minifh thefe dreadful evils, moral and natural, the love 
of God and of man would be our reward. But thefe are 
things, which perhaps are referved for another generation. 


—— manet noftros felix ea cura nepotes. 


Let us inthe mean time be thankful for what we have; 
for our religion and liberties; for a difpofition which may 
be called national, to aéts of charity publick or private, and 
for that portion of learning, and that skill in liberal arts 
and {ciences, which we poflefs, fufficient to fecure us from 
the contempt of our neighbours, though not to give us 
any claim to precedency. What we poflefs of erudition, 
muft in a great meafure be afcribed to the prevailing 
force of education, emulation, and cuftom; for fo it is, 


the love of letters, begun at fehodl, and continued at the . 


Univerfity, will ufually accompany a man through alI the 
changing fcenes of this life, improving his pleafures, and 
foothing his forrows. Happy is it, that the pious and ju- 
dicious liberality of our anceftors founded and endowed 
thofe two noble feminaries, which have been our beft fecu- 
rity againft ignorance, fuperftition, and infidelity. 


Estore Perretusz ! 


But let us alfo do juftice to the theological merits and 
ufeful labours of perfons of another denomination in this 
country, of whom Quitales funt, utinam effent noftri. 


PoLtite 
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 Pourte LEARNING, or Humanity, helps.to open and 
Maree the mind, ‘and to give it a generous and liberal way 
of thinking, not what ‘is vulgarly termed Free-thinkin: 
and belongs to vulgar underftandings, Learning has a lovely 
child called Moderation, and Moderation is not afraid or 
afhamed to fhew her face. in the theological world; the 
number of her friends is increafed, and, whilft our cm 


-_ conftitution fubfifts, they are in no danger of being few 
4 up in a bag with a monkey, a viper, a wit, and a free- 
" f thinker, and flung into the-next river. ‘That Liberty of 


rophefying may prevail, and that profane licentiou/ne/s may be 
pt tl are wifhes which fhould k onl be et poashee 
And now, if men will fay I perfuade to indifferency, I 
muf? bear it as well as IT can, I am not yet without remedy, 
as they are; for patience will help me, and reafon cannot 
cure them, ‘The words are borrowed from a pious, inge- 
‘. nious, learned, charitable, and fweet-tempered ,bifhop; 
_ who, with a noble candour and generous opennefs, pleads 
the caufe of liberty of prophefying, and who never was 
cenfured for it by any man worth the mentioning, though 
probably he was reviled by thofe who called Tillotson an 
Atheift. If thefe two excellent prelates, and Era/mus and 
Chillingworth, and ‘fobhn. Hales, and Locke, and Epifcopius, 
and Grotius, and many who fhall not be named, had 
been’ contemporaries, and had met together Freery to 
determine the important queftion, What makes a mana 
‘ chriflian, and what oraftffon of faith foould be deemed fuf- 
; ficient ? they would probably have agreed, ‘notwithftanding 
the diverfity of opinions which they might all have had 
on fome theological points. ‘T’here have been others if- 
; deed, who on fuch an occafion would have given us an am- 
| ple catalogue of neceffaries, the inference from which would 
have been, that it muft meeds be a very learned, anda 
very fubtle, and a very ingenious thing’ to be a good chti- 
“ftiah: For fome of thefe neceffarics are of fo refiried a na- 
ture, that the underftanding can hardly lay hold of them, 
or the memory retain them: | , 


Yer fruftra comprenfay manus effugit Imago 


Par levibus ventis, voluerique fimillima fomno. : 


~ pln, Mewes 


Some of the beft defenders of chriftianity, down from 
. Origen, no faint, it feémsy bat worth a hundred and" fifty 
: . faints pwho might be-mentioned, have been unkindly-ufed 
4 and itraduced by iujudicigus chriftians, fora harder epithet 

fhall not be given to them. Sirs, ye are brethren; “7 
Tiss 3 


forte eee ten 
ee et : 
¥ 


























For JANUARY, 175%. = 197 


do ye wrong one to another? even civil war has ceafeds 
when the Common enemy has been at the door, and mad 
faétions have joined to reps] him, and to crown the de- 
ferving with laurel garlands; but chriftians, when be- 
fieged by powerful and formidable infidels, have found lei- 
fure and ftomach to contend, whether the light which 
fhone about Chrift at his transfiguration was created or 
uncreated. : 

Wuar has been here fuggefted was with a view, not 
to dictate, no not even to advife, but only to moderate a 
prejudice which lies deep in the heart of an Englifhman and 
Churchman, that as his own vales, hills, rivers, and cities 
furpafs in beauty and convenience any thing that the world 
affords; fo his own religious conftitution is free even from 
all appearance of defect, and fhadow of imperfection. This 
may be called amare focos, et Lares: the firft we eafily 
excufe, as an amiable weaknefs in the Englifhman; let 
us fhew the fame favour to the other in the Churchman ; 
but a little more candour, and a little lefs partiality would 
do usno harm. The author aims at nothing beyond this, 
and therefore ENTERS INTO NO PaRTicucLarRs. [Ifthe 
general intimation be proper, from whcm can it come 
more properly than from one whofe name or addrefs can 
give no fanétion to it, and raife no prejudices in its be- 
half; fo that it muft rely upon its own reafonablenefs, and 
ftand deftitute of all other recommendation. 

As to particulars, his opinion would never be asked in 
fuch cafes, and if it were asked, he would perhaps, like 
Simonides, defire a day to confider, and then another, not 
thro” an affectation of humility, nor, if he may be. cre- 
dited, thro’ hope of pleafing, or fear of difpleafing, but 
through a real diffidence, and a confcioufnefs of the diffe- 
rence between difcerning what may be fpeculatively right, 
and judging what is practicable. An application to moral 
and theological ftudies will lead a perfon to fome skill in 
the firft, if he hasa mind open to conviétion; but the 
lat requires a genius and a knowledge of a different 
ort.’ 

In the beginning of this book our author takes notice 
of feveral circumftances that were favourable to chriftianity 
at its firft appearance; he obferves that the cuftom which 
the Romans had to deify and adore their emperors, moft 
of them after their deceafe, and fome of them during their 
lives, even though they were the vileft of mankind, the 
apotheofis of Antinous, Adrian’s favourite, the contempt 
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which many emperors, as Tiberius, and Caius, and Nero 
fhewed towards their gods, the endeavour of Heliogabulus 
to fupprefs the worfhip of the ancient deities, and to in- 
troduce a ridiculous God of his own, the ftrange Zgyp- 
tian deities which had crept into /taly, and were there a- 
dored by fome and detefted by others, and the liberty 
which many learned perfons had taken with the popular 
religion, had a tendency to wean the Pagans by flow de- 
grees from their attachment to idolatry, and to facilitate 
the worfhip of one God and father of all, who by his fon, 
reconciled to himfelf and inftru@ted mankind, and by 
his fpirit affifted virtuous minds in their progrefs to wifdom 
and happinefs, asa religion more fimple, and noble, and 
philofophical, and reafonable than paganifm. He like- 
wife obferves that the Romans knew little of chriftianity, 
and in a great meafure everlooked it, till its profeflors were 
fo confiderably increafed, that they could not eafily be 
deftroyed ; and that at firft it was more likely to profper 
under bad than under good emperors, if thefe were tena- 
cious of their religious rites and ceremonies.” The bad 
emperors, fays he, had ufually other crimes and other 
mifchiefs in view, and no leifure to plague fuch a little fect, 
little when compared to Pagani(m. 

And accordingly from the death of Chrift to Ve/pafan, 
for about the fpace of thirty feven years, the Romans did 
not much mind the progrefs of the gofpel, They were 
ruled by weak, or frantic, and vitious emperors, the ma- 

iftrates and fenators, and every worthy man of any note 

ood in continual fear for their own lives. Under Galba, 
Otho, and Vitellius the empire was a fcene of confufion, 
defolation, and mifery. . 

Nero indeed deftroyed feveral chriftians at Rome, but 
it was for a fuppofed crime of which all the world knew 
them to be innocent ; fo that this cruel treatment raifed 
compaffion, and rather did fervice than harm to the chri- 
{tian caufe, and the perfecution was foon over. 

If Claudius and the fenate in his time had known the 
nature of the gofpel in this point, that it was direétly op- 
pofite to the national religion, and that, if it profpered, 
Paganifm muft decline, and come to nothing, and that 
\ every chriftian thought himfelf bound to fpread his opini- 
ons by all arts and means which were not immoral, they 
would have endeavoured to fupprefs it effectually ; but it 
Jay {creened then under Judaifm, and the ews had leave 
to worfhip Ged in their own way.’ 
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Speaking of the Demoniacks, our author obferves, that 
where any circumftances are added concerning them in 
the new teftament, they are generally fuch as fhew that 
there was fomething preternatural in the diftemper ; thefe 
difordered perfons agreeing in one ftory, and paying ho- 
mage to Chrift and his apoftles, a thing not to be expected 
from madmen, of whom fome would have worfhipped, 
and others reviled Chrift, according to the various humour 
and behaviour obfervable in fuch perfons; and he thinks 
that one reafon for which the divine providence fhould 
fuffer evil Spirits to exert their malignant powers fo much 
at that time, might be to give a check to Sadduceifm among 
the ‘Fews, and to epicurean atheifm among the Gentiles, 
and to remove in fome meafure thefe two great impediments 
to the reception of the gofpel. 

After this our author proceeds to confider at great length 
that illuftrious and important prophecy of our Saviour con- 
cerning the deftruction of ‘Ferujalem, and inferts in his 
notes fome ingenious remarks on this part of his fubjeé, 
PS en vane to him by Dr, Pearce bifhop of Bangor. He 
takes notice of twenty-two particulars foretald by Chrift 
relating to this event, viz. ‘The total deftruction of the 
city ; of the temple ; ; the coming of falfe Chrifts and falfe 
prophets, magicians and forcerers, leading the people to 
the defarts; famines; peftilences; earthquakes; fearful 
fights and great figns from heaven; the perfecution of the 
apoftles; the apoftacy of fome chriftians ; a’prefervation of 
K faithful; the fpreading of the gofpel through the 
Roman world ; the Roman ftandards defiling the holy 
place ; the city encompafled with armies, walls, and 
trenches ; the retiring of the chriftians to the mountains; 
the greateft tribulation that ever was known; the time 
when thefe things fhould happen; the comparative hap- 
pinefs of the barren woman, when a mother kiiled and eat 
her own child; wars and rumours of wars, nation rifing 
againft nation, ‘and kingdom againft kingdom ; the fea and 
the waves roaring; the difperfion of the captive ‘Jews 
through all nations; the continuance of the defolation ; 
and a fhortning of the days of vengeance, for the fake 
of the eleét. 

After having fully fhewn that the predictions of Chrift 
were extant before the deftruction of ‘Terufalem, he pro- 
ceeds to make fome remarks on prophecy in general; and 
obferves that it ferved to fecure the belicf of af God and of 
a providence; that it was intended to give men the pro- 
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foundeft veneration for that amazing knowledge from whith 
nothing was concealed, not even the future aGtions-of crea- 
tures, and the things which as yet were not ; that it con- 
tributed to keep up devotion and true religion, the religion 
of the heart, which confifts partly in entertaining juft and 
honourable notions of God and of his perfe€tions, and 
which is a more rational and a more acceptable fervice 
than rites and ceremonies; that it excited men to rely 
upon God, and to love him, who condefcended to hold 
this mutual intercourfe with his creatures, and to permit 
them to confult him, as one friend asks advice of another ; 
and that it was intended to keep the people, to whom God 
revealed himfelf, from idolatry, a fin to which the ‘fews 
would be inclined, both from the difpofition to it which 
they had acquired in 4 gypt, and from the contagion of 
bad example. | 

Under this head, our author employs feveral pages upon 
the queftion, whether there has ever been in the Pagan 
world fuch a thing as Divination, or a foreknowledge of 
events. He obferves that the ftrongeft argument againft 
it is contained in J/aiah (ch. 41.) where almighty God 
foreielling many great events, particularly the raifing up of 
Cyrus to deftroy the Babylonian monarchy, and to deliver 
the ‘fews from captivity, declares that he alone can difcover 
fuch things, and appeals to thefe predictions, as to proofs 
of his divinity, and evident arguments that there is no God 
befides him.’—But as to J/aias, fays he, we may infer with 
Vitringa, from his words, that God was determined fo to 
conduct the great revolutions which were to be brought 
about in the world, and fo to order the things relating 
to the victories of Cyrus, and to the fall of Babylon, that 
his prediétions fhowld be accomplifhed, and that the Chal- 
deans and other Pagan prophets fhould be filled witn the 
{pirit of error and of ignorance, J am the Lord—that fru/- 
trateth the tokens of liars, and maketh diviners mad. And 
again he declares that the idols of Babylon fhould be de- 
{troyed, and their: falfe gods not able to defend themfelves. 
So that the declarations in J/aiah may be fuppofed to relate 
to the predictions made by J/atah, and by other prophets, 
in which their fuperiority over the diviners fhould mani- 
feftly appear, to the confufion of their Pagan neighbours. 
This, I fay, follows, but not that, where there was no 
competition between the God of J/rael, and the Pagan 
deities, no fuch thing as divination fhould ever be found in 
any age, and in any part of the Gentile world. 
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It may be faid that, in all probability, God will not endue 
bad Angels with the {pirit of prophecy, cr permit 
them to reveal things to come. It is prcbable indeed he 
will never do it, where there is a competition between 
true religion and idolatry, and when it would make men 
worfe than they would elfe be. But it appears from the 
fcriptures, that the prophetic afflatus has fometimes in- 
fpired bad men; and we cannot be certain that God may 
not bring about fome of the defigns of providence even by 
evil fpirits, by unworthy creatures, and immoral agents > 
much lefs can we be certain. that good Angels were never 
employed, as miniftring {pirits, among the Pagans.’ 

After having treated of divination, and prophecy in ge- 
neral, our author proceeds to confider the prophecies re- 
lating to our faviour, and to chriftianity, and» reprefents 
the difficulties attending the interpretation of them in the 
words of Vitringa, Le Clerc, and bifhop Chandler. That 
Jefus was the Meffias foretold by the prophets, he fays, 
appears thus : 

The prophets fpeak of a new and fecond covenant, 
which God would make with his people, They mention, 
not once or twice, but very often, the converfion of the 
Gentiles from fuperftition and idolatry to the worthip of the 
true God; they fpeak of our fucceffive empires, the laft of 
which was the Koman empite, and under this laft empiie 
they fay that a new and everlafting kingdom fhould be ef- 
tablifhed by one to whom God fhould give abfolute powcr 
and dominion, a great perfon was to come, who fhould 
be emmanuel, or, God with us, the fon of God, and the 
fon of man, of the feed of Abraham, of Lfaac, and of David; 
born of a virgin, poor and obfcure, and yet one whom 
David calls his lord; the lord to whom the temple belong- 
ed, the mighty God, a great king, an everlafting prieft, 
though not of the Tribe of Zeus; born at Bethlehem, a 
prophet like unto Ades, but greater than A/ofes; a pro- 

phet who fhould preach to the poor and meek, and 
pei liberty to the captives, and comfort the mourn- 
ers, and heal the broken-hearted; who fhould pro- 
claim his gofpel firft and principally in the land of Ze- 
bulun and Napthali, in Galilee of the Gentiles ; who fhould 

have a forerunner in the fpirit of Ziias, cryifg in the 
wildernefs, prepare ye the way of the Lord ; who fhould 
inftru&t in a mild and peaceable manner, without wrath 
and contention, before the deftruétion of the temple, in 
which temple he fhould be feen and heard; who fhould 
N 3 enter 
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enter into ‘ferufalem meek-and humble, and riding on an 
afs; who fhould work miracles more than Mofes and all 
the prophets, and miracles of the merciful and beneficent 
kind, open the eyes of the blind, and the ears of the 
deaf, and make the dumb to praife God, and the lame 
to leap like an hart; who, notwithftanding all his power 
and goodnefs, fhould be rejected by the greater part of the 
nation, to whom he fhould be a {tumbling block; who 
fhould be defpifed and afflicted, a man of forrow, and cut 
off from the land of the living; who fhould have enemies 
numerous, powerful, crafty, and wicked, who fhould be 
accufed by falfe witnefles, betrayed by an intimate and 
particular friend, feld for thirty pieces of filver, and the 
money given for a potters-field, when it had been flun 
away by the traitor, who fhould not live long after his 
crime, and whofe office fhould be filied up by another ; 
that his enemies fhould ufe him contumelioufly, buffet 
him, and. fpit upon him, whilft he fhould be led like 
a lamb to the flaughter, not opening his mouth, and ut- 
tering nothing, except interceffions for the tranfgreffors ; 
that his enemies fhould ftrip him of his raiment; divide 
it amongft themfelves, and caft lots upon it, furround him, 
pierce his hands and his feet, mock him, and fhake their 
heads at him, give him gall to eat, and vinegar to drink ; 
that he fhould be reduced to fa weak and languifhing a 
condition, that his bones might all be counted, his heart 
fhould melt within him, and his tongue cleave to the roof 
of his mouth; ‘that he fhould be brought to the duft of 
death, that he fhould be pierced, and yet not one of his 
bones be broken, that he fhould be laid in the fepulchre 
of a rich and honourable man, none of his enemies hin- 
dering it ; that he fhould rife’ again before he had feen 
corruption, and fubdue his enemies, and afcend into hea- 
ven, and fit at God’s right hand, and be crowned with 
honour and glory, and fee his feed and profper, and juf- 
tify many, and be adored by Kings and Princes ; that then 
Ferufalem fhould be made defolate, and the Fews difperfed 
in all the lands, and the Gentiles fhould be converted and 
flow into the church, Thefe things were faid concerning 
fome perfon ; and they are all applicable to Chrift. 

God foretold by his prophets in a clear and exaét man- 
ner many great changes and revolutions, many things rela- 
ting to the fates and fortunes of the ‘ews, and of the neigh- 


bouring nations, with whom they were concerned. The 
only poffible objeétion which can be made to thefe predic- 
tions, 
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tions, is that. perhaps they were written after the, event.’ 
After mentioning a few, which cannot be fufpected of fuch 
a forgery, fuch as Ezechiel’s prophecy concerning Zgypt, 
that concerning Babylon and Tyre, &c. he proceeds thus, 
‘ The moft extraordinary perfon who ever appeared amongft 
the ews was Chrift, who without human means, and 
with a few poor difciples, brought about a greater change, 
and accomplifhed a greater undertaking, than any few 
ever conceived and at zempted. 

If he was the Meffias, it is reafonable to fuppofe that 
the prophets, who fo accurately and undeniably , foretold 
the things relating to Babylon, Tyre, &c. would give fome 
indication of this facred perfon, which was of more im- 
portance to the ‘Zews and to mankind ; and confequently 
it is reafonable to think that we rightly underftand in 
general the prophecies which are applied to him. . If he 
falfely afflumed the character which he took, yet fince 
he had the art and the fuccefs to make many of the, Jews, 
and a great part of the Gentile world believe in him, it 
was to be expected that fome caution would have been given 
in the prophetic writings to the ‘Fews, that they might 
not be mifled by him, nor expect any prophet after A/alachi,’ 

He obferves that the paflages in the old teftament which 
have been applied to Chrift, are of four forts; accommo- 
dations ; direct prophecies ; types; and prophecies of dou- 
ble fenfes. By accommodations he means fuch paflages 
of the old. teftament, as are adapted by the writers of the 
new to fomething that happened in their time, becaufe 
of fome correfpondence and fimilitude:; by direét prophe- 
cies, fuch as relate to Chrift and the gofpel, and to them 
alone, and which cannot be taken in any other fenfe, 
Types, he calls rough draughts, lefs accurate patterns or 
models, from which a more perfeét image or work is 
made. ‘ ‘l'ypes, fays he, or typical prophecies, are things 
which happened and were done in ancient time, and_ are 
recorded in the old teftament, and which are found after- 
wards to. defcribe or reprefent fomething which befel our 
Lord, and which relates to him and to his gofpel. For 
example: under the law, a lamb was offered for a fine 
offering, and thus an attonement was made for tranfgref- 
fions. Fobn the Baptift calls Chrift the Lamb of God that 
taketh away the fins of the World, and St. Peter tells chri- 
ftians that they are redeemed by the blood of Chri/l, as of @ 
Lamb. Hence we infer and conclude that the Lamb was 
a type of Chrift; and upon confidering it, we find that it 
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has a'l that can be required to conflitute a type; for it is 
in many refpe&ts a very juft and lively reprefentation of 
Chrift. The lamb died for no offence of his own, but for 
the fins of others; fo did Chrift: the J.amb could not 
commit fin by his nature, nor Chrift by his perfe&ion: 
the Lamb was without bodily fpot or blemifh ; Chrift was 
holy and undefiled: a Lamb is meek and patient; fuch 
ws the afflicted and much injured fon of God.—Unlefs 
we have the authority of the fcriptures of the new tef- 
tament for it, we cannot conclude with certainty that 
this or that perfon, or this or that thing mentioned in the 
old teftament is a type of Chrift, on account of the re- 
femblance which we may perceive between them: but we 
may admit it as probable.— There are prophecies of 
double fenfes, which admit no more than two fenfes, which 
are nearly of the fame kind with typical prophecies, and 
many of which might perhaps be cleared up by obferving 
that the prophet meant one thing, and the fpirit of God, 
who fpake by him, meant another thing ; for the holy 
fpirit fo over-ruled the prophets as to make them ufe words 
which ftriétly and rigidly interpreted could not mean what 
themfelves intended. 

Somewhat of this kind is the prophecy of the high prieft 
Caiphas; for the fpirit of God has fometimes fpoken by 
bad men. When the chief priefis and pharifees confulted 
what they fhould do with Jefus, the high prieft faid, ¥ 
know nothing at all, nor confider that it is expedient for 
us that one man fhould die for the people, and that the whole 
nation peri/b not. His meaning was plainly this, that it 
mattered not whether Chrift were guilty or innocent, be- 
caufe the public fafety abfolutely required his death. And 
this fpake he, fays St. John, not of himfelf, but, being High 
Pricft that year, he prophefied that Fefus foould die for that 
nation, that is, be a facrifice and attonement for their 
fins, He prophefied then, and knew it not; for he had 
himfelf another intent and meaning.’ 

As it was declared in the old teftament, that a prophet 
fhould arife like unto Mofes, our author points out no 
lefs than thirty nine particulars wherein our Saviour refem- 
bled him ; a few of which we fhall lay before our readers. 
Mofes was a |awgiver, and the mediator of a covenant be- 
tween God and man: fo was Chrift. A/Zo/es, in his infancy, 
was wonderfully preferved from the cruelty of a tyrant, and 
from the deftruétion of all the male children: fo was Chrift. 
Mofes refufed ta be called the fon of Pharaoh's daughter; 
chufing rather to fuffer afli€tion : Chrift had the kingdoms 
of 
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of the world offered him by fatan, and rejected them ; and 
when the people would have made him a king, he hid him- 
felf, chufing rather to fuffer afli€tion. Mofes delivered his 
people from crucl oppreffion and a heavy bondage: fo did 
Corift from the worfe tyranny of fin and fatan. Mojfés 
contended with the magicians, and had the advantage over 
them fo manifeftly, that they could no longer withftand 
him, but were forced to acknowledge the divine power by 
which he was affifted: Chrift eje&ted evil fpirits, and 1e- 
ceived the fame acknowledgments from them. Mo/es aflur- 
ed the people whom he conduéted, that if they would be o- 
bedient, they fhould enter into the happy land of promife, 
which land was ufually underftood by the wifer ‘Fews to be 
an emblem and a figure of that eternal and celeitial king- 
dom to which Chrift opened an entrance. oes reformed 
the nation corrupted with Egyptian fuperftition and idolatry : 
Chrift reftored true religion. A/Zo/es wrought a: great variety 
of miracles: fodid Chrift. A%s/es fafted in the defart forty 
days and nights before he gave the law: fo did Evias the re- 
ftorer of the law; and fo did Chrift before he entered into 
his miniftry. Mdofes fed the people miraculoufly in the 
wildernefs: fo did Chrift, with bread, and with doétrine ; 
and the manna which defcended from heaven, and the 
loaves which Chrift multiplied, were proper images of the 
fpititual food which the Saviour of the world beftowed upon 
his difciples. A/ofes commanded the fea to retire and give 
way: .Chrift commanded the wind and the waves to be 
ftill. The face of Mofes fhone, when he. defcended from 
the mountain: the fame happened unto Chrift at his tranf- 
figuration on the mountain. 4o/es chofe and appointed fe- 
venty elders over the people: Chrift chofe fuch a numter of 
difciples, The people could not enter into the land cf pro- 
mife till AMdofes was dead: by the death of Chrift the king- 
dom of heaven was open to believers. As Mo/es, a little 
before his death, promifed the people, that God weuld raife 
them up a prophet like unto him: {o Chrift, taking leave of 
his afflicted difciples, told them, J will not leave you comfert- 
defi, 1 will pray the father,and he foa'lgive you another comforter. 
‘¢ Ts this fimilitude, fays he, and correfpondence in fo. 
many things between MMo/es and Chrift the effect of mere 
chance? Let us fearch all the records of univerfal hiftory, 
and fee if we can find a man who was fo like to Mo/es as 
Chrift was, and fo like to Chrift as Mofes was. If wecan- 
not find fuch an one, then have we found him of whom 4@- 
fes in the law, and the prophets did write, Jefus of Naza- 
‘reth, the fon of God.” 
After 
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After this our author proceeds to make fome remarks on 
the apoftolical conftitutions, which, he fays, are a medley 
of old treatifes jumbled together, enlarged, and adulterated, 
without much wit or judgment, by fome compiler after 
the days of Conffantine. He allows, however, that they 
have their value, and may be ufeful on many accounts, as 
they contain feveral things of antiquity, relating to the 
doGtrine and difcipline of the church, and extraéts from old 
liturgies, though the whole be fo blended with infertions of 
a later date, that it is now beyond human {kill to make the 
feparation with any certainty. 

He informs us, that they repeat it over and over, left 
chriftians fhould chance to forget it, that a bifhop isa god, 
a god upon earth; anda king, and infinitely fuperior to 
a king, and ruling over rulers and kings; that they 
command chriftians to give him tribute as to.a king, and to 
reverence him as a god, and to pay him tithes and firft- 
fruits ; and that they ftriGtly forbid chriftians to make any 
enquiry, whether he difpofes of thefe revenues well or ill; 
ftrange language; and, as our author obferves, even far be- 

ond all Eminences and Holineffes. 

‘© leis, fays he, I believe, labour loft, to enquire who 
the compiler was: wecan only fay of this pretended C/e- 
mens, that he was long lived; and if any one fhould ever 
compile a book de Macrobiis, or de Incredibilibus, like thofe 
of Phlegon and Palephatus, he ought to take notice of our 
‘author; for he flourifhed in the firft, fecond, third, and 
fourth centuries. It is no wonder therefore if his memor 
failed him fometimes, and if he fell into fome fmall miftakes. 
But there have been two men, fince the chriftian zra, who 


in length of days greatly furpalfed him : ‘Fo/ephus Ben Gorion, 


who, according to his own chronology, lived to be a thou- 
fand years old ; and the wandering ‘few, who was feen by 


‘an Armenian bifhop five hundred years ago, and is fuppofed 
‘to be ftill alive, and purfuing his travels.” 


After employing a few pages on the apoftolical canons, 
our author proceeds to make fome remarks on the Siby/line 


oracles, which he thinks to have been, from firft to laft, 


and without any one exception, mereimpoftures. ‘* We 
have, fays he, a colle&tion of them in eight books, which 
abound with phrafes, words, fats, and paflages taken from 
the Seventy, and the new teftament, and are a remarka- 
blefpecimen of aftonifhing impudence, and miferable poetry.’ 
The remaining part of our author’s work contains re- 
marks on the works of Barnabas, Hermas, the recogni- 
) tions 
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tions of Clemens, the epiftle to Diognetus, and the epiftles 
of Zgnatius ; but having drawn out this crticle already to a 
confiderable length, we think it unneceffary to give any 
farther account of it. 2 


- 





Arr. xx1x. 4 Diffrtaticn on Royal Societies, in three Letters 
from a Nobleman on his Travels, toa Perfon of Diftinéion 
in Sclavonia, containing an account of an Affembly of a 
Royal Academy of Sciences at Paris; a@ Defcription of a 
Meeting of a Royal Sceiety in London ; and a Coffee-houfe 
Converfation, with explanatory Notes.. London: Printed 
for John Doughty near St. Paul’s. 1750. (Price one 
Shilling.) 


. H'IS pamphlet contains pages 48, including the 
advertifement and prolegomena of the editors and is 
made up of three letters, humoroufly written in the charac- 
ter of a Sclavenian nobleman, witha view to {aften a ridi- 
cule on a body of men refpeétable at leaft for its title, and 
the ends of its inftitution, which, it appears, the letter- 
writer is far from allowing that the prefent members have 
anfwered. : biclib 
In his First LETTER, after a proper introdudtion, he 
gives a defcription of an aflembly, of the French, academy, 
in order to contraft it with a meeting of the royal fociety 
at London. After obferving on thedecency,, order, and, re- 
ularity which reigned in the French aflembly, he furnithes 
an account of the fubjeét of its confultation, which, as it 
feems a matter-of public utility, we fhall here extra¢t, 

‘* The whole body at the French academy had been feated 
fome minutes, and a ftrict filence had reigned for that time, 
when one of the honorary members * cpened the bufinefs 
of the meeting, by informing the prefident, that, as he 
thought the duty of thofe members who were honoured with 
a place among that learned body, though, uninformed of 
the things necefiary to be difcuffed by. it, to ufe that intereft 
which naturally attended the rank that had procured them 
their admiffion there, to the fervices of the academy ; he had 
no fooner heard, that, in the diftant parts of the king’s do- 
minions, a fubftance had been happily ufed in the cure of dif- 
eafes, which was generally efteemed a poifon, than he took 
the neceffary meafures toward the obtaining a more perfect 


* The French academy confifts of four kinds of members, dif- 
tinguifhed by the names of honorary, penfianary, affociate, and ad- 
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information of the fact; and that, in confequence of this, 
he now had the honour to lay before them a memoir on the 
fubject, drawn up by the very perfon who had ufed the me- 
dicine. 

He delivered the paper into the hands of the prefident 
with great refpect, and added, with a condefcenfion that 
became a nobleman honoured by being admitted among his 
inferiors, that he delivered it to the free difquifitions of the 
members of that body ; and that, from the moment it was 
received there, he fhould forget that himfelf had any concern 
in the procuring it. 

After the thanks of the body, delivered with great polite- 
nefs-by the prefident, the paper was given into the hands of 
a fecretary, and read. 

I would not pretend, by memory, to do juftice to its 
contents, or to the fubfequent reafonings on the fubje& ; but 
the notes] took of it at that time are before me, and you 
fhall fhare the benefit of them. 

The author, after obferving that /andarach was a f{ub- 
ftance ufually efteemed a poifon, added, that he had now, 
by an experience of four years, found it, on the contrary, 
to be inreality, a f:fe internal medicine, and a cure for many 
diforders of the lungs, which fcarce zeny thing elfe could 
seach. Inconfirmation of what he advanced, he recited at 
large the circumftances of feveral cures he had performed 
with it. 

When the paper had been a few moments concluded, 
one of the penfionaries got up, and, after faying fome very 
handfome things of the perfons who employed themfelves in 
fo noble an office as that of difcovering remedies for difeafes ; 


added, that, as health was the greatett of all natural bleffings , 


and thereftoring it, when impaired, was the greateft benefit of 
this kind that one man could do anothor, the utmoft precifion 
was required in deliberating on the means of it; that un- 
happily, there was great error and uncertainty in the names 
of medicines ; that it was neceffary, on this occafion, to ob- 
ferve, that there were two very different fubftances called by 
medical authors fandarach, the one of which was a refin, pro- 
duced from a vegetable, the other a mineral, found in the 
earth ; and that it was of the latter, not of the former /an- 
darach, that this author wrote. 

Another of the penfionaries arofe, when this gentleman 
had been fome time fat down, and obferved, that the occafi- 
on of the confufion juft mentioned in regafd to the two dif- 
ferent fubftances called /andarach, was the different fenfe in 
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which the Greek and Arabian. writers had ufed that word; 
that the Greeks ufed it always to fignify the mineral fubftance 
intended by this author ; the Arabians, to exprefs the refin 
of the Funiper tree: he added, that Diofcorides recommends 
Jandar ach in the very cafes in which this author gave it, 
and that Hippocrates alfo prefcribes it in dofes of ten and 
twelve grains. It iscertain that the Greeks knew no fanda- 
rach but this mineral kind, and therefore it appears, faid he, 
that it was ufed at other times befide this, in cafes of this ve- 
ry fort, though of fome ages it has now been efteemed poi- 
fonous, 

The gentleman who had made this obfervation was no 
fooner fat down, than one of theaffociates rofe up: he ob- 
ferved, that many inconteftible hiftories were extant of per- 
fons dying by taking mineral /andarach, and referred to the 
regifters of the academy itfelf for them, defiring that, till 
thofe cafes were well explained, the fanction of that academy 
might not be given to the internal ufe of a medicine whicn 
ftood as the caufe of the death of fo many perfons. 

The prefident, as this gentleman fpoke, minuted down 
on paper the volumes he referred to, and without interrupt- 
ing either him or the audience, delivered the note to an at- 
tendant, whom a look informed that he was to bring before 
him what was written in it. 

On the clofing of the affociate’s difcourfe, one of the ad- 
junés rofe up, and begged the permiffion of the academy, as 
he had before confidered the fubjeét of the prefent inquiry, 
to be indulged a few words. Heobferved, that of the per- 
fons who had died by taking, what was called in thofe ac- 
counts, fandarach, the greater part were fuch as could by no 
means procure fo fcarce adrug ; that it appeared probable 
they had died not by fandarach, but common red arfenic, 
which was too generally called by its mame; and was the on- 
ly thing fo called, that the druggitts in general knew. He 
{poke largely on the fatal error of confounding this fubftance 
with the genuine fandarach; and the yellow arfenic, another 
fatal poifon, with orpiment, a fafe and innocent mineral : 
but, he added, that this was not all; for that he had difco- 
vered two very different kinds, even of the mineral fanda- 
rach itfelf: the one which had its red colour from an ad- 
mixture of arfenic, and was truly poifonous; the other, 
which owed that colour only to fubterranean heat, and was 
perfectly innocent. He enforced the truth of this, by ob- 
ferving that common yellow orpiment becomes red, by on- 
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ly melting over the fire; and concluded, with obferving, 
that it was difficult to give certain directions in fo weighty 
an affair ; but that rhe fandarach, which was made up of 
flakes liketalk, and which was flexible, was always innocent. 

During the time in which this gentleman was fpeaking, 
the regifters of the academy before- mentioned, and ‘feveral 
other papers which the prefident had thought alfo neceflary, 
were brought before him: the fervants' had underftood his 
intentions on fuch flight{fignals, and had obeyed them with 
fuch filent and uninterrupted caution, that it was impofhble 
to have found, but by the effect, that any fuch bufinefs had 
been done, or even fuch people been inthe room. The ad- 
junét had continued his harangue without a whifper to inter- 
rupt, or the flighteft motion to difcompofe them ; and the 
prefident had occafionally caft his eye over the papers before 
him, as he went through it: atthe conclufion of it, a filence 
of forne minutes declared, that none of the members thought 
it neceflary to fay any thing more on the fubje€&t: on this 
the prefident rofe up, and fpoke. He recapitulated the 
whole that had been faid on the occafion: he paid a due 
honour to the Greeks, for their accuracy in diftinguifhing 
medicines: he cenfured the Arabians, for giving occafion 
to error in this, and many other inftances of a like kind, 
by their giving the antient names of drugs to others entirely 
different from them: he did honour to Boerhaave, Homberg, 
and Stahl, for the diftinétions they had eftablifhed on the 
fame fubjeéts ; he mentioned Geoffroy with refpe&t, for having: 
collected judicioufly from all thefe ; and after giving abun- 
dant proof of a mafterly knowledge of the fubje@, he con- 
cluded, But you, O adjuné& / It is you we are tothank for 
the perfeét underftanding of what al] thefe, though they have 
attempted carefully, have known but partially : the regifters 
before me confirm all your quotations of fa&ts, and your ex- 
planation of the differences of the fubftance under confidera- 
tion, will long do you honour: happy, concluded he, is 
the academy that fees, while its veterans decline, fuch rif- 
ing geniufes to fupply their places. 

When the prefident had finifhed this harangue, it was de- 
clared, as the fenfe of the academy, that purée mineral fan- 
darach was a fafe and powerful medicine: but that as there 
were nice diftin&tions between the falutiferous and poifon- 
ous kinds of it, it was expected of every body to forbear the 
ufe of it, till there fhould be certain and invariable charac- 
ters eftablifhed, by which it might always be known to 
be genuine, and of the proper kind. 

2 The 
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The Seconp LetTER defcribes and oppofes to the pre- 
ceeding account of a French aflembly, a meeting (at which 
the writer pretends to have affifted in quality of fpe€tator) of 
the royal fociety at London ; which he reprefents as a motley 
mixture of all kinds of men, from the fop to the philofopher, 
from the lord to the mechanic. A colle&tion in fhort’ of 
perfonages aling the importants, and folemnly met to trifle 
away time in empty forms and grave grimace, This 
the letter-writer makes out by the infignificance and futili- 
ty of the fubjecét-matter of their meetings, as well as what 
they fill their memoirs with. He is efpecially fevere on two 
perfons, whofe names we fhall not make free with, for 
taking up too much room in the philofophical tranfaétions, 
one of whom has, as he fets forth, got inferted in them in-- 
ftruétions for catching fifo with thorns; waking weavers with 
burnt pack-thread ; ftories of fisttlebacks and cockchafers ; 
farmal proofs that birds can fly, and that fifb will live in water. 

Upon the whole, it is very plain, that the author has not, 
ftarted the comparifon between the focieties of the two na- 
tions to give it in favour of the Engli/b one ;_ but as he gives: 
withal his facts, and reafons, it is in the reader to determine 
on their degree of candour and importance. 

The Turrp LETTER contains a converfation of feveral 
members of the royal fociety, at a coffee-houfe; where the 
author reprefents himfelf as hardly fat down before one told 
them of a frightful monfter with wings and claws. voided 
by a lady, on taking a fingle dofe of his worm-powder,. A 
fecond, of a living wolf in one of his patients breafts. 
And a third, of a toad ina block of marble. This difcourfe 
is interrupted by one of the members propofing to concert 
means of refcuing themfelves from the contempt endeavour- 
ed to be brought on them, by an enemy. who publickly 
banters their ignorance, and impropriety for their bufine(s 
and profeffion. At this propofal, which requires fecrecy, 
the letter-writer retires, He then fills up the remainder of 
the letter with animadverfions on the prefident, the whole 
tranfaétions, and manner of proceeding of that fociety ; of- 
fering alfo fome reflections and hintsof his own towards 
the correction of that illuftrious body, But thefe indeed 
he befpeaks its inattention to, in his preface to this letter, 
containing (as he fays himfelf) certain admonitions, not very 

likely ta be regarded. 

The whole is wrote with fpirit and humour; but we 
imagine fome perfonalities introduced by the author, might 
very well have been fpared. ‘Tvhey flatter indeed - ma- 
ignity 
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lignity of mankind, but this is often at the expence even.of 
the perfon who procures them a pleafure, that their candour, 
which rarely miffes its turn, is fure to difown. é 





To the AuTHORs of the MONTHLY REVIEW. 


Gentlemen, 


By publithing the following queries in your next Review, 


you will oblige very much one of your conftant readers, 


}. F. Barnain, Cl. 
London, Dec. 24th, 1750. 


F any of the late Dr. Middleton’s friends fhould under- 
take the defence of his pofthumous work, he is defired 
to folve the following queries. 

r. Can any inftance be produced from hiftory, that about 
the time of Jgnatius *, the chriftians had intereft enough 
with the populace or Mob, (whofe hatred to the chriftians 
is known to have been exceffive) to engage them to preferve 
the life of any of their f@ that had been condemned by the 
emperor to be thrown to the beafts ? 

2. Is it confiftent with the chara&ter of a chriftian+, a 
minifter of the gofpel, and adoétor of divinity, to ridicule, 
as this reverend gentleman hath been pleafed to do, the 
fcripture doétrine of the neceffity of God’s grace, in order 
to underftand the great myfteries, and to practife the duties 
of chriftianity? See Ephef i. 17, 18. Is it faid in any 
place of fcripture, that this divine affiftance, which is re- 
prefented as lafting, and common to all chriftians, is the 
fame with the miraculous power of prophecy, which was 
reftrained by God’s appointment to particular perfons and 
times ? 

3. Who of the fathers, from the time of the apoftles, to 
the fourth century, hath ever faid, that there had been a 
ftanding power in every country, to which the chriftians of all 
the different parts of the then known world, might perpe- 
tually appeal + for all forts of miracles for the convition of 
unbelievers ? And if no fuch vouchers can be produced, 

4. Whether the difference between countries, where the 
chriftian religion flourifhed; and others, where it was 
but lately introduced, as was the cafe of the Gauls in the 


© Page 24. + Page 48. t Page 32, and 33. 
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time of Zrenaus, doth not fufficiently account for greater 
miracles being wrought at that very time, in that country, 
than in Afia ? i 

5. Suppofing that Lucian intended to ridicule the ftory of 
the dove *, can it be proved, that this fact was originally 
contained in the letter written by the Smyrnaans ! What in- 
duces me to afk this queftior, is a paflage that occurs in a 
letter written in the fecond century by Denys bilhop of 
Corinth, wherein he complains, that his own writings 
were every day interpolated by the apo/ftles of the devil. See 
Eufeb. Hift. Eccl. 1. 4. c. 23. 

6. In what place of the New Teflament is it mentioned, 
that the apoftles could not make ule of the miraculous 
powers that had been granted them, whenfoever 
they thought it convenient for their purpofes, or that fuch 
a power was either fufpended, or taken from them after 
they had once received it +? 

7. Can it be faid, that not a fingle leader or governor 
of the church after the third or fourth century has ever owned 
the ceffation of the miraculous powers ~, when St. Auffin 
affirms fo pofitively the contrary in the following words ? 
«© Accepimus majores noftros eo gradu, quo a temporali= 
bus ad aterna confcenditur, vifibilia miracula, non enim 
aliter poterarft fequutos effe; per quos id aGtum eft, ut 
neceflaria non effent pofteris. Cum enim ecclefia catho- 
lica per totum orbem diffufa atq: fundata fit, nec miracula 
illa in noftra tempora durare permifla funt, ne animus fem- 
per vifibilia quereret, & rerum confuetudine frigefcerct 
genus humanum, quarum novitate flagravit.” De vera 
religione, num. 47.tom 1. Col. 767, Editi. Ben. Par. 

8. Whether the Rev. Mr. Toll was more in the right, when 
he afferts, in his remarks upon Dr. Church’s vindication 
of miraculous powers, thet there is no other inftance, (except 
the cafe of the Smyrnzean letter) wherein the warmeft o 
their advocates, fay, they have affirmed the reality of a mi- 
Yacle upon their own knowledge ? Doth not the contrar 
appear, by what Origen fays again{t Cid/us (lib. 2. p. 62.) 
where he declares pofitively, that he was an eye witnels 
to feveral miracles, e de TepAgTia wy XGy in ims worky pee Keren 
evoic ivpicxetas, val Tine ye prlove® xai os micceerucy AtyorTic, swpee 
xayer xal jurio. "Thefe miracles confifted, asit appears lib. 


# Page 38. + Free Inquiry. t Page 31, and 32. 
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1. p. 34. in cafting out devils, and healing many forts of 
difeafes, eLemraoucs darporac, ua Worrag lacuc ivr Bost. F 

g. Whether the intercourfe between the chriftians in 
different countries, in the fecond century was fuch, that 
Theophilus bifhop of Antioch could not but know what 
was done in the Gauls * ? 

10. Whether Papias, though credulous, and often im- 
pofed upon, may not be credited, in what he fays of a per- 
fon raifed to life, the fact being founded upon the tefti- 
mony of the daughters of Philip the evangelift, whofe 
charaéter feems unqueftionable from Acts xxi. 9 + ? Is there 
the leaft room for fufpeéting their veracity on that head, 
or that he would have been fo wicked as to give out this 
ftory under their name? 

11. Is not the doctor miftaken, when notwithftanding 
what Clement fays in his epiftle to the Corinthians, that 
the apoftles appointed out of the firft fruits of their converfions 
bifhops and minifters, num. 42. he affirms this to be @ mere 
imaginary [chemet ? Should an example of that kind be re- 
guired ? the reader is referred to the letter of Denys of 
Corinth. Eufeb. 1. 4. ¢. 23. 

12. How far are we to rely upon what Fu/tin Martyr, 
Tertullian, Laétantius, and Eufebius mention concerning 
the fpeedy converfion of fo many heathen nations not long 
after the apoftolic age? and if their accounts are allowed 
to be true, whether it be probable that fuch a great work 
could have been performed without the continuance of the 
gift of tongues and other miracles? Doth the gofpel, with- 
out fuppofing the continuance of thefe miraculous powers, 
afford fufficient reafons and motives to influence perfons 
of all degrees of underftanding, fo as to make them not on- 
ly forfake a religion, they and their fathers had been 
brought up in, but likewife to embrace fincerely, chriftia- 
nity in all its parts ? 

13. Whether the demand of Autolicus, who, notwith- 
ftanding be feemed to have been inclined to chriftianity, de- 
clared he would not turn a chriftian, unlefs he could have the 
Satisfaction to fee a man raifed from the dead ||, doth not 
evince, that chriftianity would never have been fo fpeedily 
propagated as it was, had it not been for the miracles 

‘wrought at that time ? 

14. What inconvenience can there be to fay, that the 
Barbarian dialect acquired by Jrencus, was infufed into 


* Page 75, and 76. + Page 77. + Page 87. |] Page71. 
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him by infpiration? He doth not fay, that he fpoke that 
language with great difficulty, but only that being intirely 
employed in fpeaking a language very different from the 
Greek, it had had a bad effect upon his native tongue, as 
debafing its purity. 





—— 


Art. xxx. Lauder’s Letter to the Rev. Mr. Douglas, 
occafioned by his Vindication of Milton, 4to. Price 6 a. 
Owen. 


T had been given out, fome time before the publication 
of this pamphlet, that it was to contain the author’s 

recantation of his charge againft Ailton, and that he w:s 
therein to beg pardon of the public for his having impofed 
on them, by his forgeries and interpolations: fee our laft 
Review, p. 99. mote. But inftead of that humble contri- 
tion, thofe proofs of his real penitence, that we expected 
on this occafion, this ftrange man, after all, with moft un- 
parallel’d affurance, and equal abfurdity, has dared to 
juftify himfelf, and palliate his difhoneft proceedings ; and 
this even at the fame time that he has confefled to all, 
and more than all, that Mr. Douglas has charged him 
with! How to account for fuch behaviour without re- 
folving it into madnefs, we know not *, 

He fets out with complimenting his victorious antago- 
nift. ‘* I will not, fays he, fo far diflemble my weak- 
nefs, or my fault, as not to confefs that my wifh was to 
have pafled undetected ; but fince it has been my fortune 
to fail in my original defign, to have the fuppofititious paf- 
fages which I have inferted in my quotations made known 
to the world, and the fhade which began to gather on the 
fplendour of AZi/ton totally difperfed, I cannot but count 
it an alleviation of my pain, that I have been defeated by 
a man who knows how to ufe advantages with fo much 
moderation, and can enjoy the honour of conqueft, with- 


* If a pamphlet entitled Furiu:, or Memoirs of the famous 
W. L. may be depended on, this conje&tare will not appear to 
be wholly groundlefs. ‘This piece was written by one of Low- 
der’s countrymen, who knew him very well, and who has given 
fuch an account of the life and converilaticn of this man, as 
alone was fufficient to dettroy the credit of his undertaking. 
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out the infolence of triumph. — Jt was one of the maxim 
of the Spartans, not to prefs upon a flying army; and 
therefore their enemies were always ready to quit the field, 
becaufe they knew the danger was only in oppofing. 
The civility with which you have thought proper to treat 
me, when you had inconteftible fuperiority, has inclined 
me to make your victory complete, without any further 
{truggle, and not only publickly to acknowledge the truth 
of the charge which you have hitherto advanced, but to 
confefs, without the leaft diffimulation, fubterfuge, or con- 
cealment, every other interpolation I have made in thofe 
authors, which you have not yet had opportunity to ex- 
amine. 

“© On the fincerity and punétuality of this confeffion, 
continues Mr. Z— I am willing to depend for all the fu- 
ture regard of mankind, and cannot but indulge fome 
hopes, that they whom my offence has allienated from me, 
may, by this inftance of ingenuity and repentance, be pro- 
pitiated and reconciled. hatever be the event, I hall 
at leaft have done all that can be done in reparation of my 
former injuries to Milton, to truth, and to mankind, and 
entreat that thofe who fhall continue implacable, will ex- 
amine their own hearts whether they have not committed 
equal crimes without equal proofs of forrow, or equal acts 
of atonement.” 

*,* Extremely candid and modeft, indeed, is this re- 
crimination upon every honeft and generous mind that 
fhall continue, after reading this ingenuous pamphlet, to ex- 
prefs any abhorrence of an attempt much bafer than fome 
facts for which other criminals receive exemplary punifh- 
ments: an attempt which admits not of any excufe or ex- 
tenuation. Could Lauder’s wicked forgeries, his crafty im- 
pofitions, and his final difhoneft aim, proceed from any 
other than the meaneft and moft malevolent heart? Is it 
to be fuppofed that fuch a man is capable of true penitence, 
or a proper fenfe of his crimes? That he is yet a ftranger 
to both the one and the other, will prefently appear, even 
from his own teftimony againft himfelf. Befide, what are 
the proofs of his forrow, and the aéts of atonement which 
he talks of ? —Mr. Douglas has convicted and expofed 
him, and the convict himfelf is forry that it has happened 
fo! In this fenfe, and it is to be feared, in this fenfe only, 
‘every Newgate penitent is forry. They areall forry for their 
unhappy fate ; but which of them has fhewn any contri- 
tion before conviction, before punifhment began tv ftare 
them 
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them in the face? True conviction flows only from the 
private fincere repentance of the heart, from a juft fenfe 
of the badnefs of an intent, or action, in its own nature, 
from a difinterefted concern for thofe we have injured, and 
a hearty defire to make them all the reparation in our 
power; and all this without the leaft bias from apprehen- 
fions of worldly fhame, or punifhment. — If Lauder has 
fincerely repented his bafe attack on the excellent AdZi/ton, 
and his daring impofition on the public, why did he not 
fhew it before Mr. Deuglas publifhed his book? Had he 
made a voluntary confeffion and recantation, he might 
there with fome confiftency have talked of an atonemeat. 
But now that he finds himfelf detected in the moft flagrant 
inftances, he has the impudence to arrogate fo much me- 
rit to himfelf from his confefion of fome other crimes, 
(the difcovery of which cannot make his character blacker 
than Mr. Douglas had before fhewed it to be) as it feems 
amounts to no lefs than an atonement for all his guilt, 
and a fair exculpation of his charaéter. In this he goes 
beyond the common felons, who often, after being con- 
vidted of fome capital offence, for which they are fure to 
fuffer, make no {cruple of confeffing their other rogueries, 
but without having, however, the folly to expect that 
therefore their punifhment will be remitted, their cha- 
ra@lers Cleared, and the world reconciled to them. 

As to the interpolations of which Lauder has himielf 
made the difcovery, and which he has, in this pamphlet, 
given copies at large, we fhall juft point out where they 
are to be found in his eflay on Wilton’s imitation of the 
moderns. 

I. The word pandemonium in the notes to book 1, Effay 

Pp» 10. 

I]. In Citation VI. p. 38. the 12th line Angeli hoc, &e. 
III. Cit, VIL. p. 41. L. roth Lnfernique canes, &c. 
IV. Cit. VIII. p. 43. the whole paflage, beginning gua- 
drupedi pugnat, &c. the whole being 8 lines. 
V. Cit. IX. p. 43. the line beginning thus, Vatibus anti- 
uis, &e. | 
VI. Cit. X. p. 46. the two laft lines. 

The foregoing, he owns, are all foifted into Mafenius ; 

the following into Grotius, viz. 
I. Citation 1. p. §5—56. 1. 12. Quid dito? &c. 
Il, Cit. 2. p. 58. the whole paflage beginning, Nam, me 

judice, &c. 


O 3 Ill. Cit. 
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IIL. Cit. 4. p. 61. the whole paflage, /nnominata, &c. 
IV. Cit. 5. p. 63. the 2d. line, Cali folique, &c. 

V. Cit. 6. Ib. 1. 5: Carbunculorum, &c. 

VI. Cit. 7. p. 65. the whole paffage, Nata deo! &c. 
VII. Cit. ‘8. p . 66. the whole paflage Rationis etenim, &c. 
VU. Cit. 9. Mb. L. 5. Caffam, oro, &c. Ib. L. 11. Tibi 

nam, &c, 

IX. Cit. 10, p. 67. the whole paflage, Tu mamque, &c. 
five lines. 
X. Cit, 11. p. 68. the whole paflage, Quod comedo, &c. 
Interpolation in Ram/fcy. 
Cit. 6. p. 88.1. 12. Pallentes umbras, &c. 
Interpolations in Staphori/tius. 
Cit. 3. p. 104. 1. 15. Aufpice te, &c. eight lines. 
Cit. 6. p. 109. 1. 24. Aurora redeunte, &c. Ib. 1. 31. (p. 
110.) Te primum, &c. 
Interpolation in Fox, p. 136. 
Citation, 1. 3. Quo tuto, &e. 
Interpolation in Quintianus, p. 117. 
Citation, 1, 10. Summos dolores, &c. 
Interpolation in Beza, p. 119. 
Citation, |. 6. Quafi exuiffem, &c. 
Interpolation in Fletcher, p. 125. 
Citation, the two laft lines. Jn prompiu, &c. 
Interpolation in Taubman, p. 132. 
Citation, |. 7, and 8. Scilicet bunc, &c. Ib. 1.14. Et 

cogar, &c. 

Thus far Lauder’s confefion ; which is followed by an 
apologetical explanation of his motives for this ufage of 
Milton; an explanation which is no lefs confiftent with 
common fenfe, than his forgeries are with the charaéter of 
an honeft man: — But let him fpeak for himfelf. 

** About ten years ago, fays he, I publifhed an edition 
of Dr. Fobnffon’s tranflation of the pfalms, and having 
procured from the general sfiembly of the church of Scot- 
land, a recommendation of its ufe to the lower clafies of 
-grammar-fchools, into which I had began to introduce it, 
though not without much controverfy and cppofition ; I 
thought it likely that I fhould, by annual publications, 
improve my little fortune, and be enabled to fupport my- 
felt in freedom from the miferies of indigence. But Mr, 
Pope, in his malevolence to Mr. Benfon, who had  diftin- 
guifhed himfelf by his fondnefs for the fame verfion, de- 
ftroyed all my hopes by a diftich, in which he places 


Jobnfion 
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fobnfion in a contemptuous comparifon with the author. . 
of paradife loft,” 


On two unequal crutches propt be * came, 
Mixron’s on this, onthat one JoHNSTON’S name. 


Dunciad, b. iv. 


«© From this time, continues Lauder, all my praifes of 
Fohnfton became ridiculous, and I was cenfur’d with great 
freedom, for forcing upon the fchools an author whom Mr. 
Pope had mention’d only as a foil to a better poet. On 


this occafion it was natural not to be pleafed, and my re- . 


fentment feeking to difcharge itfelf fomewhere, was unhap- 
pily dire&ted againft AZilton. I refolved to attack his fame, 
and found fome paffages in curfory reading, which gave 


me hopes of ftigmatizing him as a plagiary. The farther 1 


carried my fearch, the more eager I grew for the difcovery, 
and the more my hypothefis was oppofed, the more I was 
heated with rage. The confequence of my blind paffion I 
need not relate; it has, by your deteétion, become apparent 
to mankind. Nor do I mention this provocation as ade- 
quate to the fury which I have fhown, but as a caufe of an- 
ger lefs fhameful and reproachful than fraGtious malice, per- 
fonal envy, or national jealoufy. : 

‘¢ But for the violation of truth, I offerno excufe, becaufe 
I well know, that nothing can excufe it. Nor will I ag- 
gravate my crime, by difingenuous palliations. I confefs it, 
I repent it, and refolve that my firft offence fhall be my 
lat. More I cannot perform, and more therefore cannot 
be required. I intreat the pardon of all men, whom I have 
by any means induced to fupport, to countenance, or patro- 
nife my frauds, of which I think myfelf obliged to declare 
that not one of my friends was confcious.”’ 

How confiftent thefe declarations are with what the au- 
thor. fays in his poftfcript, we leave the reader to judge. 
This poft{cript follows a colleétion of feveral letters from 
the authors of the univerfal hiftory, Mr. 4infworth, Mr. 
Maclaurin, and others; fome of thefe letters are addrefied 
to Lauder, on the fubjeét of his Fabn/ffon’s plalms ; others 
of them are merely teftimonial, rconimending Lauder as a 


* Benfon, who, fays Pope, endeavoured to roife himfelf to fame. 
by erecting monuments, ftriking coins, and procuring tranflations 
of Milton ; and afterwards by a great paffion for Arthur Fohnjlun, 
a Scots phyfician’s verfion of the pfslms. 


O 4 teaches 





- 

















200: The MON THLY REVIEW, 


teacherof Latin. And tho" nothing is contain’d in thefe letters 
that any way concerns his attack upon A/:/ton.; yet, in his 
faid poftfcript annexed to them, he takcs upon him to bounce 
and talk more nonfenfe than before, in effec retracting all 
his fincere confeffions, his inftances of ingenuity and repentance, 
his proofs of forrow, and equal aéts of atonement. % And 


now, fays he, my character is placed above all fufpicton of 


fraud by authentic documgnts ; [ll make bold at laft to 
pull off the mafk, [fo all this while he has been playing the 
hypocrite, by his own confeffion] and declare fincerely the 
true motive that induced me to interpolate a few lines in- 
ta fome of the authors, quoted by me in»my Effay on 
Milton, which was this: Knowing the prepoffeffion in fa- 
vour of Milton, how deeply it was rooted in many, I was 
willing to make trial, if the partial admirers of that author 
would admit a tranflation of his own words to pafs for his 
fenfe, or exhibit his meaning ; which I thought they would 
not: nor was I miftaken in my conjecture, forafmuch as 
feveral gentlemen, feemingly perfons of judgment and learn- 
ing, aflur’d me, they humbly conceived 1 had not proved 


my point, and that AZ/ton might have written as he has © 


done, fuppofing he had never feen thefe authors, Had 
I defigned, as the vindicator of Ailton fuppofes, to impofe a 
trick upon the public, -and procure credit to my aflertions, 
by an impofture, I would never have drawn lines from Hop’s 
tranflation * of A4:/ton, a book common at-every fale, I had 
almoft faid at every ftall +, nor afcribed them to authors fo 
eafily attained. 1 would have gone another way to work, 
by tranflating forty or fifty lines, and affigning them. toan 
author whofe works poffibly might not be found till the 
world expire at the general conflagration. My impofing 
therefore on the public In general, inftead of a few obftinate 
perfons, (for whofe fake alone the ftratagem was defigned) 
is the only thing culpable in my conduct, for which again I 
moft humbly atk pardon. And that this, and this only was, 
as noother could be, my defign, no oneI think can doubt, 
from the account | have juft now given; and whether that 
was focriminal, as it has been reprefented, I fhall leave 
every impartial mind to determine.” 





* See our laft Review, p: 105. 

t+ This is not true, the book being feldom feen at fales. Asto 
what he fays of every fall, it is ridiculous; but he aims at Miltog 
by this parenthefis, which {mells yery flrong of the old leaven. 
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_-This ftratagem of Mr. Lauder’s, for trying the judgment 
of a few obflinate perfons, was doubtlefs a moft ingenious 
ont; and is moft ingenioufly introduced into the laft page of 
this hisextraordinary pamphlet. Surely this may be fuffici- 
ent to convince his late bookfellers*, if they were not con- 
vinced before, that he does not want capacity to contrive and 
execute fuch things as perhaps no otber man on earth ever 
could have been capable of. ; Y 





Arr. xxx. Memoirs of the Houfe of Brandenburg, from 
the earlicft Accounts, to the Death of Frederick I. King ¢ 
Pruffia. By the Hand of a Mafter. To which are added, 
by the fame author, Two Differtations ; the firft on Man- 

' ners, Cuftoms, Induftry, and the Progre/s of the human Un- 
derflanding in the Arts and Sciences; the fecond on Super- 

* fition aud Religion. Tranjflated from the Berlin Copy. 

‘Printed for Nourfe, tzmo, Price 25. 6d. few'd. 


ART of this work was printed abroad, about two 

years ago, and about the fame time it was publifhed 
here in £nglifh, making only a twelve-penny pamphlet. 
It was then afcribed to the prefent king of Pru/ffia, as now 
is by fome, the volume before us, which appears to be fi- 
nifhed. But it is ridiculous to fuppofe that fuch an active 
prince as the king of Pru/fia, who does a vaft deal of bufi- 
nefs, can have leifure, if he had inclination, to abftra& 
himfelf from the affairs of his government, and to fit down 
and commence hiftorian’; who then this mafter is, it ma 
be impoffible for us to difcover. Many, with no fmall pro- 
bability mention Voltaire ; and tho’ the author writes in the 
perfon of a Pruffian, we are perfuaded he isa Frenchman: his 
manner of writing befpeaks him fuch, and his manifeft par- 
tiality to Lewis XIV. ftrengthens the fufpicion. But what- 
ever his naticn be, ’tis not.of fo much confequence to the 
world toknow this circumftance, as that of his being a man 
of genius and real abilities fora work of this nature. This 
plainly appears, even from fo {mall a performance, which it 
were to be wifhed the author had enlarg’d, by entering 
deeper into the real bufinefs of an hiftorian. But this indeed 
he does not pretend to, confining himfelf, as his title page 
imports, to bare Memors; which the tranflator might 
have rendered memorandums, of the Brandenburg family. 
For all that he has given us, is a brief fketch of the 

* See our laft Review, p. 98. /. 37. 
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moft remarkable events, and revolutions, which have hap- 
pen’d ro this family, from the earlieft accounts, to its prefent 
elevated and flourifhing ftate. But as there never has been 
any compleat hiftory of Brandenburg, the prefent Epitome 
will doubtlefs be very acceptable to the public. 

That part of this book to which the title of memoirs 1s 
given, contains 202 pages, the reft are taken up with the 
two diflertations: The firft of which, however, is properly 
a part of the memoirs. It contains the rife and progrefs of 
the ufeful and polite arts in the country of Brandenburg, 
as the foregoing part does the military and political events. 
And of this fecond part, which we apprehend will afford 
the moft entertainment to our readers, we fhall give an 
abftract. 

‘ ] thought it neceffary, faysthe author, to feparate this 
fragment, which treats of the Brandenburgers, from the reft 
of the hiflory, becaufe in the former I was confined to poli- 
tics and war ; and if the following particulars which relate to 
cuftoms, induftry and arts, were interfperfed in the body of 
the work, they might have eafily efcaped the reader, whereas 
he will find them here collected under one point of view, 
where by themfelves they form a {mall body of hiftory. 


The First ErPocua. 


In the long enumecation which Tacitus makes of the peo- 
plecf Germany, he is miftaken in regard to the word Inge- 
yoner, which fignifies inhabitants, and that of Germenier, 
which implies warlike people, whom thro’ ignorance of 
the Janguage he took for particular nations. ‘Che number 
of thofe warriors, with which this country was filled, gave 
it the name of Germany. 

The firft inhabitants of the Marck were Teutons, and 
after them the Semnons, who, according to the relation of 
Tacitus, were the nobleft among the Svevi. 

In thofe remote days Germany was quite barbarous; the 
natives who were rudeand unpolifhed, lived in forefts, where 
they had little huts for their habitations. They married 
young, and got children faft, for the women were feldom 
barren. ‘The nation increafed daily, and as the children 
confined themielves to the culture of their paternal eftates, 
inftead of clearing new lands, it followed of courfe,.. that 
fince thefe fmall inheritances did not, even in the very 
beft years, afford a fufficient maintenance for fo numerous 
a people, they were obliged to quit their country to find 
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elfewhere a fubfiftance. Hence that great inundation of 


Barbarians, who overran Gaul, Africa, and even the Ro- 


man empire. 

The Germans were huntfmen thro’ neceffity, and war- 
riors by inclination. ‘Their poverty rendered the inteftine 
wars which they had among themfelves, very fhort; for 
they were not influenced by intereft. ‘Their generals, whe 
afterwards became princes, were called Furffen, which 
fignifies leaders. ‘They were famous for the largnefs of 
their fize, the robuftnefs of their bodies, and for being 
inured to the moft laborious exercifes. Their principal 
virtues were their valour, and the fidelity with which they 
fulfilled their enzagements. Thefe virtues they celebrated by 
hymns, which they taught their children, in order to tranf{- 
mit them to pofterity. 

Brandenburg is the moft ancient city of the Marck. 
It is faid to have been built by Brennus, who ranfacked 
Rome, and to have taken its name from its founder. Amidft 
the obfcurity of thefe days, we have been able to come at 
the names of fome of the kings of the Vandals, as Hoterus 
and Wenceflaus, who in all probability were more ambi- 
tious and troublefome than the reft. We find moreover in 
the annals of this country, that Witikind king of the 
Saxons, Hermanfred king of Thuringia, and Richimir king 
of the Franks entered into an alliance, fubdued the Semnons, 
and were the firft who inclofed the conquered towns with 
walls to keep the country in fubjection. 


The SEconpD EpPocsRa. 


Charlemain, at length took Brandenburg in 1781; and 
when Henry the Fowler had in the year 928, intirely fub- 
dued the Saxons who inhabited thofe parts, he eftablifhed 
margraves, or governors of the frontiers. 


The manners of the people were civilized under the 


“margraves, but the country was very poor. It produced 


only the bare neceflaries of life, but ftood in need of the 


‘induftry of its neighbours for feveral conveniences; and 


as no other country wanted its affiftance, there was a greater 
exportation than importation of fpecie. This difproportion 
in the circulation, which continually diminifhed the value 
of money, lowered the price of all forts of commodities. 
The country was in a moft miferable fituation under the 
princes of the four firft races ; and indeed it could not -be 
otherwife, as it was continually changing matters, Osho 
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of Bavaria was obliged to fell the electorate in 1 3735 to 
the emperor Charles IV. The latter refided at Tangermunde, 
where he kept a {plendid court, and built a large caftle, 
whofe ruins are to be feen to this day. While Fodocus had 
the government of the country of Brandenburg, the Vaudois 
who were perfecuted in France, took fhelter in Angermunde, 
which from thence.was called the heretical city. I cannot 
“find the reafon why the Vaudois fhould fly for.an Afylum 
to the country of Brandenburg, which was inhabited by 
Catholics; nor why they were received, tho’ detefted, 
The princes of the houfe of Luxemburg were the great- 
eft oppreffors of the people: they mortgaged the electorate 
whenever they wanted money, to thofe who were willing 
to Jend them the greateft fums. And thofe creditors who 
looked upon this wretched province as a mortgage, ufed 
every art of oppreflion to enrich themfelves, living there 
‘at diferetion, as in an enemy’s country. The highways 
were infefted with robbers, all civil polity was banifhed, 
and the proceedings of the courts of jnftice were fuper- 
feded. The lords of Quitzau and Nuendorff, enraged at 
the pdious yoke under which their country groaned, de- 
clared open war againft the petty tyrants who opprefled 
it, During this total confufion and ftate of anarchy,. the 
people were in the utmoft mifery. The nobility were one 
‘while the inftruments, another time the avengers of tyran- 
‘ny; and the generality of the nation, whofe {pirits were 
deprefled by the feverity of flavery, and by the rigourofa 
barbarous Gothic governinent, grew quite infenfible and 
paralytic. 3 


The Tuorrav EPocua. 


The emperor Sigi/mund difimbroiled this chaos in 1414, 
by conferring the country of Brandenburg and the eleétoral 
dignity on Frederick of Hoenzoilern, Margrave of Neuren- 
berg. This prince required his new fubjeéts to yield ho- 
mage to him; but the people long accuftomed to cruel 
mafters, with difficulty fubmitted to this mild and legi- 
timate government. Frederick I. reduced the nobility by 
the terror of a large cannon, with which he beat down the 
caftles of the rebels. This cannon was a four and twenty 
pounder, and was al! the artillery he had. 

The fpirit of fedition was not fo quickly fuppreffed. The 
burghers of Berlin revolted feveral times againft their ma- 
giftrates; and Frederick II. appeafed thefe commotions with 
prudence and lenity. ‘This prince was obliged, for want of 
| money, 
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money, to moragage the tolls of Schiffelbein and Drambourg 


to Denis lord of Offend, for the fum of 1500 florins to de- 


fray his charges to the dict of Nurenberg. 

this fituation things continued till the time of ‘fobm the 
Cicero. This ele&tor made the firft efforts to refcue his 
peop'e out of that ftate of rufticity and ignorance ; and in- 
deed to be only fenfible of their ignorance was a great mat- 
ter in thofe days, Tho’ this dawn of knowledge was but 
a very weak twilight, yet it produced the foundation of the 
univerfity of Frankfort on the Oder in 1495. Conrad 
Wipina, profeflor of Leipfick, was the rector of this new 
univerfity, and compiled the ftatutes. A thoufand ftudents 
were enrolled the very firft year in the regifters of the uni- 
verfity. 

Lucky it was for the progrefs of the fciences, that 
Foachim Neftor was as much their protector as his father. 
This prince was mafter of the mathematics, aftronomy, and 
hiftory ; he fpoke French, Italian and Latin with eafe; he 
was fond of polite learning, and munificent in encouraging 
thofe who profefled it. 

As early as the year 1560, we find a vaft difference in 
the expences of the ele&tors; for when ‘Joachim II. went to 
the diet of Frankfort, which was fummoned in 1562, by 
the emperor Ferdinand for the eleétion of a king of the Ro- 
mans, he had fixty eight gentlemen in his retinue, and an 
equipage of 452 horfes. Gaming was introduced at that 
time; this cuftom fhifted from the court to the town ; 
but they were obliged to fupprefs it, becaufe fome burghers 
had loft above a thoufand crowns ata fitting. 

We read in our annals, that at the marriage of foachim 
II. to Sophia daughter of Sigi/mund king of Poland, the 
eleCtor Jay the firft night of his nuptials armed cap-a-pee 


“with his young wifes as if the foft engagements of love re- 


quired fuch formidable preparations, There was a mixture 
of ferocity and magnificence in the cuftoms of thofe days. 
The caufe of this fingularity was the defire the nation had 
to emerge from ite*barbaroufnefs; it fought for the right 
road, but miffed it. They were fo ftupid as to confound 
ceremonies with politenefs, magnificence with dignity, de- 
bauchery with pleafure, pedantry with learning, and the 
clownifh flatnefs of buffoons with the ingenious fallies of 
wit. 

. To this time we muft refer the foundation of the uni- 
verlity of Kenig/berg by Albert duke of Pruffia. 
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The expences of the electors ftill continued to increafe. 
‘Fohn George made a fuperb interment for his father; this 
is the firft funeral pomp of any kind of magnificence that 
we meet with in-the hiftory of Brandenburg. ‘The pre- 
dominant paffion of this prince was his fondnefs of enter- 
tainments; he loved to difplay his grandeur. He cele- 
brated the birth of his eldeft fon with entertainments that 
lafted four days. Thefe diverfions confifted of tournaments, | 
naval combats, fireworks, and running at the ring. ‘The 
lords who compofed the four troops, were drefled in velvet 
richly imbroidered with gold and filver; but ftilt the 
character of the age was difcernibie thro’ this magnificence. 
At the head of each troop there was a buffoon, who found- 
ed a horn in a ridiculous manner, and committed a thou- 
fand extravagances, while the court mounted the turret of 
the caftle to fee the fireworks go off *. When Chriffian 
king of Denmark came thro’ Berlin, the elector received 
him in a magnificent manner ; he went out to meet him, 
attended with a great number of princes, counts, and lords, 
and with a guard of 300 horfe. ‘The king made his entry 
in a black velvet chariot laced with gold, drawn by eight 
white courfers, with bits and caparifons all of filver. They 
quite tired him with entertainments, all in this tafte. 

Luxury, perhaps, was carried to excefs; for Foachim 
enacted fumptuary laws. He employed his revenues in 
ufeful eftablifhments, and founded ‘foachim’s college, which 
was afterwards removed to Berlin by the eleétor Frederic 
William, where {till continues this fchool, the moft flou- 
rifhing, without doubt, and the beft regulated in all the 
territories of Prufha. : 

Under the adminiftration of Fobn George, a great many 
inventions were ftill wanting, that contribute to the con- 
veniency of life. Iche common cuftom of coaches goes 
no higher than ‘Fohn Sigifmund; in whofe reign mention is 
made of it, on account of the homage which this prince 
yielded at Warfaw for the dutchy of Prujfia. He had 
thirty fix coaches, each fix horfes, in his train, befides 
fourfcore led horfes. ‘The ambaflador, whom he fent to 
the diet of the empire at the election of the emperor AZat- 
thias, had three coaches. Thefe were a kind of ugly tra- 
velling vehicles, made of four boards, which were put to- 


* The annals mention, that the elector put his head out of a 


dormer-window, and cried out to the ingineer: John, fet fire as 
loon as I bave whiftled. 
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gether in a very clumfy manner. Who could: have then, 
foretold, that this art would have been carried to fo high. 


a degree of perfection in the eighteenth century, as to make 
coaches that come to 20000 crowns, and that they fhould 
find purchafers ? 

The efforts made by Brandenburg and Germany to ci- 
vilize themfelves, were not quite ufelefs. “Che number of 
univerfities increafed, among which was that of Halle. At 
the fame time an academy was formed at, Deffaw for the 
improvement of the German tongue, under the name of 
the fruitful fociety. This might have been of fome fer- 
vice; efpecially as the German language, branched out into 
an infinite number of dialects, wants proper rules to fix 
its true ftandard ; befides, we have no claffic writers ; and 
if we have ftill fome remains of our ancient sepubli- 
can liberty, ’tis only the barren privilege of mangling a rude 
and almoft barbarous language according to our pleafure 
and fancy. 

Thefe excellent inftitutions, which perhaps would have 
greatly contributed to the advancement of learning, were 
hardly fketched, when the thirty years war. fupervened, 
which overturned and deftroyed all Germany. 

The ftates of Brandenburg had a fhare in the govern- 
ment till the reign of George-William, viz. 1621; they 
were confulted on all public affairs, and their advice was 
followed. When the war drew near to the electorate, 
they began to think of its defence. *Till that time the 
elector kept only his own guards, and when he wanted to 
raife troops, the nobility were fummoned, who were ob- 
liged to appear, and with their paramounts formed. the 
cavalry ; the infantry confifted of their vaffals. The elec- 
tor*, and efpecially his minifter count Schwartzenberg, 
were inclined to maintain a regular militia. The ftates 
confented to levy foldiers; and after the men were picked 
out, they were ordered to beg about the country for their 
fubfiftance, till there fhould be occafion for their fervice, 
At the fame time an edict was publifhed, ordering tle 
country people to givea farthing a piece to this militia if 
they came to beg, and to beat them foundly if they were 
not fatished. Thus this eleQor, inftead of having difci- 
plined troops, had only privileged beggars. 

The count of Schwarizenberg reduced afterwards the 
power of thefe {tates tho’ they had never abufed it. In thort, 
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in the courfe of this bloody war, the year 1636 was the 
moft unfortunate for this electorate: the Swedes were at 
Werben, the Imperialifts at Magdeburg and Rathenew, 
Wrangel at Stettin, and Morofini in the New Marck,’ 
when thirty fix thoufand Imperialifts marched thro’ the 
country, pillaging and deftroying every place they came 
to. This was too much: the country of Brandenburg, 
exhaufted by the number of troops whom it had main- 
tained, and who had ravaged it for fome years, could 
ftand it no longer. Provifions were become extremely 
dear, an ox was fold for a hundred crowns, a buthel of 
wheat for five, a bufhel of barley for three ; and the fcar- 
city of fpecie raifed the value of it to fuch a degree, that a 
ducat was rated at ten crowns. Some gentlemen who had 
fecured their provifions from the rapacioufnefs of the ene- 
my, wanted to reap an advantage from the cireumftances 
of this dearth; but the country people, not having wheres 
withal to purchafe this grain, and grown defperate by the 
famine, fell upon thofe inhuman mafters, and plundered 
their granaries. ‘The famine continued with the fame vi- 
olence, and was followed by the plague, which completed 
the mifery of the country. The remainder of the unfor- 
tunate inhabitants, whom death and the enemy had fpared, 
being unable to withftand fucha fea of calamities, aban- 
doned their unhappy country, and fled for refuge to the 
neighbouring provinces. 

TheMarck was then one frightful defart, which exhibited 
a lamentable {peétacle of ruins, conflagrations, and of every 
fcene of calamity that attends a long and furious war. 
Hardly was it poffible, amidft fuch a horrid fcene of con- 
fufion, and in places entirely laid wafte, to difcern the 
traces of the ancient inhabitants. 

There would have been an end of Brandenburg for 
ever, if Frederick-WVilliam, who began to reign in 1640, 
had not taken fuch immenfe pains to retrieve it. His 
prudence and refolution, together with time, overcame all 
thofe obftacles; he concluded a peace, and immediately 
fet about a new creation. 

Brandenburg, in faét, became a new country, formed 
of a mixture of all nations, who afterwards intermarried 
with thofe few of the ancient inbabitants, that had efcap- 
ed deftruction ; whether it was owing to a plentiful year, 
or for want of confumption, the price of provifions fell fo 
low, that a bufhel of wheat was fold for ewelve groffes. 
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Among the other mifchiefs occafioned by the thirty years 
war, we may reckon the ruin of the little trade then car- 
ried on in the north of Germany. Formerly we had our 
falt from Holland and France; but as the ftock could not’ 
be fupplied during thofe troubles, it was foon exhaufted. 
The want of fo.neceflary a commodity obliged people to 
have .recourfe to induftry ; and they difcovered falt-pits at 
Halle, which were fufficient to fupply not only the 
wants of Brandenburg, but likewife of the neighbouring 
provinces. | 

The firft colony that came to fettle in the eleétorate, 
were Dutch. Thefe revived the feveral handycraft trades, 
and formed a project for felling timber, with which the 
country abounded ; for the thirty years war had turned al- 
moft all the foil into a foreft, The faleof this timber confti- 
tuted afterwards one of the principal branches of our com- 
merce. The elector gave leave to fome ‘Fewi/h families to 
fettle in his dominions; the neighbourhood of Poland ren- 
dering them very ufeful for vending in that kingdom the 
refufe of our frippery. : 

Not long after a favourable event enfued, which con-' 
fiderably promoted the defigns of the great elector. Lewis 
XIV. revoked the edift of Nantes in 1684. upon which | 
occafion at leaft 300,000 French quitted the kingdom. 
Thofe who. had moft money retired to England and Hol- 
land; but the moft induftrious part of them, to the num- 
ber of twenty thoufand, or thereabouts, took shelter in the 
country of Brandenburg. Thefe helped to re-people our 
defert villages, and brought all forts of manufactures a- 
mongft us, which we wanted. 

Ia order to judge of the advantages which the govern- 
ment received from this colony, it will be neceflary to give 
fome account of the ftate of our manufactures before the 
thirty years war, and of the perfection they arrived to 
after the revocation of the edict of Nantes. 

Our commerce confifted formerly in the fale of our 
corn, wine, and wool; there were fome woollen manu-— 
fa€tures, but they were very inconfiderable. At the time 
of ‘Fohn Cicero there were only 700 manufaéturers in the 
whole country. During the adminiftration of ‘fohn-Foa- 
chim, the duke of Alva exercifed his tyrannical cruelt 
over the inhabitants of the Low Countries. That wife 
princefs, Elizabeth queen of England, made a proper ufe 
of the folly of her neighbours, by inviting the manu- 


facturers of Gant and Bruges into her dominions. Thefe 
Vox. IV, people 
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people manufaétured the Englifh wool, and obtained a law 
to prohibit the exportation of ir. 

Our manufa@urers till that time had made no good 
cloth, without a mixture of Engli/fh wool; and, as foon 
as this was with-held, the manufacture declined. The 
electors of Saxony, Auguftus and Chriflian, followed queen 
Elizabeth’s example, by inviting the Flemi/h artifts to their 
country, who put their manufaétures in a flourifhing con- 
dition, The want of foreign wool, the decline of our 
manufaétures, end the rife of thofe of our neighbours, in- 
duced the nobility of Brandenburg to {ell their wool to 
ftrangers ; which was very near being the utter ruin of our 
manufactures, In order to remedy this evil, Fobn- Sigif- 
mund prohibited the importation of foreign cloths into the 
country ; but this prohibition was ridiculous, becaufe the 
manufactures of Brandenburg were infufficient to furnifh 
as much cloth as the country wanted, which obliged them 
to have recourfe to the induftry of their neighbours. Very 
likely more lucky expedients would have béen found out, 
if the thirty years war had not broke out foon after, which 
overturned all projects and manufactures, and even the 
ftate itfelf, 

At the acceffion, of Frederick-William, to the regency, 
there was no manufacture in this eountry, either of hats, 
ftockings, ferges, or any kind of woollen ftuffs. We are 
indebted to the induftry of the French for all thefe manu- 
faciures: they erected. fabricks of cloths, ferges, ftuffs, drug- 
gets, Crapes, caps, woven ftockings, a!] forts of hats, and 
dying in different colours.. Some of thofe refugees turned 
fhop-keepers, and retailed the feveral wares that were fa- 
bricated by their:‘countrymen, Berlin now had goldfmiths, 
jewellers, watchmakers, and carvers. The French, who 
fettled inthe open country, planted tobacco; and variety 
of fruits, and excellent pulfe, were fcen to grow in a fandy 
foil, which by their caretu) cultivation was become an 
admirable kitchen, garden. To encourage fo ufeful a 
colony, the great elector aliowed them a yearly. penfion of 
forty thoufand crowns, which they enjoy to this day. 

Thus the eleétorate was in a more flourifhing condition 
under the adminiftration.of Frederick-William, than it had 
been under any of his anceftors. The great improvement 
of the manufactures, increafed the different bianch:s of 
commerce, which was afterwards confind chiefly to our 
corn, timber, woollen. manufactures, and falt, The ufe 
of poft-houfes, hitherto unknown in Germany, was intro- 
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duced by the great elector throughout all his dominions, — 
from Emmerich as far as Memel.. The cities before that 

- time, payed arbitrary taxes, which were fuppreffed ; and 
an excife was fubftituted in their ftead. The towns te- 
gan to be civilized, the ftreets were paved, and lanthorns 
were fet up at proper diftances to light the inhabitants. This 
civil regulation was abfolutely neceffary. For the cour- 
tiers were obliged to go in ftilts to Potzdam, when the 
court happened to refide there; becaufe of the dirt that 
lay in heaps in the ftreets. | 

Frederick-William was the firft eleCtor that kept a re- 
gular body of difciplined troops in his fervice. Ihe bat- 
talions of foot confifted of four companies, each of 15° 
men ; the third part of a battalion were armed with pikes 
the reft with muskets. The infantry wore their regimen- 
tals, and had cloaks. The horfe provided themfelves with 
arms and horfes. They wore a half armour, fought in 
{quadrons, and often carried a train of artillery along with 
them. ees 

The great ele€tor, tho’ generous 2nd magnificent in his 
own perfon, eftablifhed fumptuary laws. ‘The court was 
numerous and fplendid. The indefatigable activity of this 
prince procured every ufeful art to his country ; but he had 
not time to introduce the polite ones. 

The continual wars, together with the mixture of new 
inhabitants, had already made a change in the ancient 
manners. A great many of the French and Dutch cuf- 
toms were adopted by our people; but the predominant 
vices were drunkennefs and avarice. ‘The court was fond 
of points, double meanings, and buffooneries ; the children 
of the nobility applied themfelves again to ftidy, and the 
education of youth infenfibly fell into the hands of the 
French. We are indebted alfo to this nation fora cer- 
tain freedom in converfation, and for an eafier carriage 
than is commonly met with in the Germans. 

The new colonies eftablithed by the great eleftor, did 
not ind:ed arrive to their full perfe€tion, till the reign of 
Frederick 1. We had then a manufaQure of tapefiry equal 
to that of Bruffels, our laces were not infcrior to thofe cf 

rance, our glafies of Neu/ffadt furpaffed thofe of Venice 
in whitenefs, and our army was drefled in cloth of oir 
own manufactures. In the year 1700 the troops changed 
their arms; the ufe of pikes was abolifhed, and the in- 
fantry had fufils given them; the cavalry kept no other 
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part of their-armour than the cuirafs, and they were ob- 
liged to wear regimentals. 

The court was numerous and fplendid ; and there was 
a great circulation of fpecie, arifing from foreign fubfidies. 
Luxury began now to fhew itfelf in liveries, drefs, tables, 
equipage; and buildings. The king had two of the moft 
able archite&ts in Europe in his fervice; befides Scbluter, 
who was no way inferior to them in merit, and whofe 
fine carvings heightened the beauty of their architeéture. 
Bott made the fine gate of /Ve/el, and gave the defigns of 
the palace, and of the arfenai of Berlin. He built like- 
wife the pofthoufe, at the corner of the great bridge ; and 
the beautiful portico of the caftle of Potzdam,. whofe me 
rit is well known to the lovers of archite€ture. Lofander 
built the new wing of the palace of Konigfberg, and the 
Mint, which was afterwards pulled down. Schluter deco- 
rated the Arfenal with thofe trophies, which are fo greatly 
admired by connoifleurs; and it was he that caft the 
equeftrian ftatue of the great ele€&tor, which paffes for a 
mafler-piece. “The king embellifhed the city of Berlin 
with the church of the cloyfter, with arches, and fome 
other edifices. He adorned alfo the pleafure-houfes of 
Orangebourg, Potzdam, and Charlottemburg, with all man- 
ner of improvements and decorations. 

The polite arts, whichare generally the fruits. of abun- 
dance, began now to flourifh. The academy of painting 
was founded, of which Pe/ne, Mayer, Widdeman, and 
Ligeber were the firft profetlors; however we have not had 
one painter of reputation from their fchool. But the moft 
remarkable event, and that which more nearly relates to 
the progrefs of the human underflanding, was the foun- 
dation of the royal academy of fciences in 1700. The 
queen Sophia Charlotte contributed chiefly to this eftablith- 
ment. This princefs had a great genius, with a large fhare 
of learning: fhe did not think it beneath the dignity of a 
queen, to fhew her regard for a philofopher. It is plain, 
that the philofopher I am fpeaking of, was Leibnitz ; and 
as thofe whom heaven has favoured with a particular dig- 
nity of-mind, are capable of raifing themfelves upon a 
Jevel with fovereigns, fhe entered into an intimate ac- 
quaintance with Leibnitz; and propofed him as the only 
perfon capable of laying the foundation of this new aca- 
demy. Leibnitz, who, if I may be allowed the expref- 
fion, had more than one foul, was worthy of prefiding in 
an academy, which, in cafe of need, he alone might have 
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reprefented. He eftablifhed four clafles, one'for natural 
philofophy and phyfic, the fecond for the mathematicks, 
the third for the language and antiquities of Germany, and 
the laft for the orienta! languages and antiquities. The 
moft celebrated members of our academy, were Meffrs. 
Bafnage, Bernouilli, La Croze, Gutllelmint, Hartzoker, 
Herman, Kirch, Romer, Sturmer, Varignon, des Vignoles. 
Werenfels, and Wolff. After them appeared Mefirs. de 
Beaufobre, and Lenfant, whofe pens would have done 
honour. to the ages of Augufius and Lewis XIV. 

Otho of Guertcke flourifhed alfo at AZagdeburg: it is to 
him we are indebted for the invention of the air-pump, and 
luckily he has rendered his philofophical and fruitful genius 
hereditary to his defcendants. | 

The univerfities were in a flourifhing condition at the 
fame time: Halle and Franckfort were provided with learn- 
ed profeffors. Thomafius, Gundling, Ludewig, Wolff, and 
Strick were in the firft rank of fame, and hada vatt num- 
ber of pupils. Wolff wrote a comment on Leibnitz’s in- 
genious fyfiem of the monades, and drowned a few pro- 
blems which Leiknitz had thrown out as a bait to the 
metaphyficians, in a deluge of words, arguments, co- 
rollaries, and citations. The profeflor of Halle took an 
immenfe deal -of pains to write a large number of volumes, 
which inftead of being adopted to the inttruftion of adult 
people, ferved only asa dialectic catechifm for children. 
The monades fet the metaphyficians and geometricians of 
Germany at variance, and they ftill go on difputing on the 
divifibility of matzer. 

The king founded at the fame time an academy at Berlin, 
for young men of family, on the fame plan as that of 
Luneville; but unhappily for our country it did not laft 
long. 

This century produced not one good hiftorian. Te//fer 
was employed to write the hittory of Brandenburg, and ir- 
fiead of a hiftory, he wrote a panegyric. Puffendorff wrote 
the life of Frederick-William; and being deie:mined to omit 
no circumftance at all, he forgot neither his clerks of the 
chancery, nor his valets de chambre. But our authors, I 
think, are generally found fault with for making no di- 
ftinGion between things that are effential, and fuchas ze 
only circumftantial; for. leaving fats in obfcurity, while 
they pretend to difembroil them; and for not fhortenirg 
their trailing profe, which is exceflively fubje&t to tranf- 
pofitions and numerous epithets, | : 
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In this great fcarcity of profe writers, Brandenburg had 
one good peet. This was Mon. de Canitz, who made an 
excellent ivaifation of fore of Boileau’s epiftles, and pub- 
lifhed verfes in imitation of Horace, with fome original 
peces. Canitz is the Pope of Germany, the moft elegant, 
th: moft correét, and the leaft diffufed poet that ever wrote 
in our language. In Germany even the poets are generally 
infected with pedantry; the language of the gods is pro- 
ftituted by the mouth of fome regent of a paltry college, 
or by a debauched ftudent ; and thofe whom we call gen- 
temen, are either too lazy, or too proud, to touch Horace’s 
Lyre, or Virgil's trumpet. MV. de Canitz, tho’ of a very good 
family, did not think that wit and poetical merit were any 
derogation to his birth. He cultivated this talent, as we 
have. already obferved, with great fuccefs; he had an em- 
ployment at court ; and, from converfing with good com- 
pany, he learnt that politenefs and emenny, which are fo 
pieafing in his ftyle. 

The German theatre was worth little notice; what they 
call tragedy, is a monftrous mixture of bombaft and buf- 
foonery. The dramatic writers were unacquainted, even 
with the common rules of the theatre; and their comedy 
was ftill more wretched. It was a kind of low farce, con- 
trary to all tafte, politenefs, and morality. The queen 
maintained an /talian opera, the compofer of which was 
the famous Bononcini; from that time we have had good 
muficians, There was a company of French players at 
court, by whom the admirable compofitions of the M4- 
lieres, the Corneilles, and the Racines; were frequently re- 
prefented. The tafte of the French theatre made its way 
into Germany, together with the fafhions of that nation, 
Europe, being ftruck with the chara€ter of grandeur, which 
L wis XIV. difplayed in all his ations, with the polite. 
n-fs which reigned in his court, ard with the great men, 
who were an ornament to his reign, waned to imitate 
France, as well as to admire her. People from all parts 
of Germany vilited this country ; anda young gentleman was 
taken for a fool, if he had not been fome time at the 
court of Verfailles, “Vhe French tafte regulated our kitchens, 
our furniture, our ¢refs, and every other kind of trifle, 
which is fubjeét to the tyrannical {way of fafhion. This 
pafien carried to excels, degenerated into phrenzy ; ; the 
women, who often run upon extremes, pufhed it to a de- 
gree of extravagance, 
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The court did not give into the foreign modes fo much as 
the town; their time was taken up with the decorations of 
magnificence and ceremony, which were carried to the 
greateft excefs. The king inftituted the order of the black 
eagle, as well to have fuch a thing as an order, like every 
other king, as to give himfelf upon this occafigqn the plea- 
fure of a feftival, which greatly refembled a mafquerade. 
This prince, who had ereéted an academy out of com- 
plaifance to his wife, maintained buffoons to pleafe him- 
felt. The court of the queen Soptia-Charlotte was quite 
feparate from his. It was a temple, in which the fa 
cred fire of the veftals was preferved ; it was the azylum cf 
learning, and the feat of politenefs, This virtuous princefs 
was fo much the more regretted, as the * lady who fuc- 
ceeded her, gave her felf up intirely to the direétion of bi- 
gots, and fpent her days with hypocrites; a wretched race, 
who even bring virtue into difrepute, by fanétifying vice 
under a virtuous appearance. At length the adepts ap- 
peared at court ; and an Jtalian, whofe name was Cataneo, 
affured the king, that he had the fecret of making gold. 
This fellow fpent a great deal of this metal, but made none; 
and the king was revenged for his credulity upon the wretch ; 
for he ordered him to be hanged. 

The ftate underwent almoft an intire change, as to its 
outward form, under Frederick-William in 1713. Nums 
bets of courtiers were difmiffed, aud the great penfions were 
reduced. Many who had kept their coaches, now walked 
on foot: which made people fay, that the king had 1:< 
ftored the Jame to the ufe of their limbs. Under Frederick 
I. Berlin was the Athens of the North; under Frederick- 
William it was become the Sparta. It was now a military 
government ; the army was increafed; and, in the heat 
of the firft levies, fome artifans were preffed into the fer- 
vice, which flruck fuch a terror into a great many otliers, 
that they faved themfelves by flight. This unforefeen ac- 
cident did a vaft deal of harm to our manufa€tures. 


«x, The king foon remedied the'e abufes, and applied him- 


with a particular attention to the re-eftablifhment and 
progrefs of induftry. He publifhed a fevere edi&, prohi- 
biting the exportation of our wool; and he buile the bap. 
haus-in 1714, whichis a kind of warehoufe, from whence 
wool is delivered out to poor manufacturers, which they 
pay for after they have woven tt, Our cloths found a fure 


* The princef: of Mecklenbure, who afterwards fell shad. 
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fale from, the confumption made by the army, which 
was ‘new Cloathed every year. This confumption extend- 
ed afterwards to foreigners ; fora Ruffian company was efta- 
blithed in 1725, and our merchants furnifhed cloth for the 


whole Ruffian army. But the Englifh fent their guineas . 


into Adujcovy, which were foon followed by their cloth ; 
fo that there was an end of that trade. Our manufac- 


‘tures indeed fuffered by this in the beginning, but we foon 


found other markets. The manufacturers had not wool 
enough of their own, and the people of Mecklenburg were 
permitted to fell us theirs. ‘Thus, as early as 1733, Our 
ma nufaétures were in fo flourifhing a condition, that we 
exported 44,0¢0 pieces of cloth, of 24 yards each. 

Berlin was like the Magazine of AZars. Every artitt 
that can be employed in the fervice of an army, was fure 
to thrive, and their ware was fouzht for all over Germany. 
At Berln we fet up powder-mills, at Spandaw f{word- 
cutlers, at Potzdam gunfmiths; and at Neuftadt tradef- 
men, who worked in iron and copper. 

The king granted privileges and rewards to thofe who 
would undertake to build in any part of his dominions. 
He added the ward of Frederick-fladt to his capital, and 
filled that part with houfes, which had been covered be- 
fore with the old ramparts. He founded, as it were, and 
peopled * the town of Potzdam; and all this while he did 
not erect the leaft building for himfelf, but every thing 
for his fubjeéts. The architeéture of his reign is generally 
infe&ted with the Dutch tafte; and we could have wifhed, 
that the great fums which this prince laid out in buildings, 
hid been direéted by abler architeéts, He had the fate 
of all founders of cities, who are generally taken up with 
the folidity of their defigns, and neglect what, with the 
fame expence, might add to their imbellifhment. 

After Berlin was inlarged, it was fubjected to a new ci- 


vil regulation in 1734, upon the fame footing, very near, 


as that of Paris. Officers of the police were eftablifhed 
almoft in every ward of the town; nackney coaches were 
fet up at the fame time; the city was difincumbered of 
thofe lazy wretches, who get their bread by importunity ; 
and thofe unhappy objeéts of our diflike and compaflion, 
to whom nature has been a kind ofa ftep-mother, found 
an azylum in the public hofpitals, 


* At that time there were hardly 400 inhabitants in the town, 
whereas at prefent there are upwards of 20,0c9, 
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While all thefe changes were making, luxury, magni- 
ficence, and pleafures difappeared ; the {pirit of ceconomy 
was introduced among people of all conditions, the rich as 
well as the poor. Under the preceding reigns, a great 
many of the nobility fold their lands to buy laced cloaths, 
but now this abufe was put an end to. In moft of the 
Pruffian dominions, the gentlemen ought to be very good 
ceconomifts, to be able to maintain their families, becaule ~ 
there is no fuch thing among them as the right of primogeni- 
ture, And as the fathers of families may have many children 
to fettle in the world, ceconomy alone can enable them to 
make a decent provifion for thofe, who after their deceale 
will divide their family into different branches. _ 

This diminution of public .expence, did not hinder a 
great many artifans from perfecting themfelves in their 
feveral trades. Our coaches, gold laces, velvets, and 
goldfmith’s ware, were fpread all over Germany. 

But the mifchief was, that while fuch ufeful and ex- 
cellent regulations were making in the manufactures, there 
was a total decline in the academy of fciences, the uni- 
verfities, the libera] arts, and commerce. 

The places that became vacant in the academy, were 
filled without any manner of judgment. And the public, 
through a fingular depravation of tafte, affected a contempt 
for a fociety of fo illuftrious an original, whofe labours 
tended as much to the honour of the nation, as to the 
improvement of the human underftanding. While this 
whole body was fallen into a lethargy, medicine and chy- 
miftry maintained their ground, Putt, Margraff, and 
Eller, compounded and diffolved matter, improving the 
world with their difcoveries ; and the anatomilts obtained 
a hall for their publick difle€tions, which became an ex- 
cellent fchool of chirurgery. 

The profefforfhips in the univerfities were filled by fa- 
vour and intrigue. The bigots, who put their nofes every 
where, obtained a fhare in the dire€tion of the univerfi- 
ties, where they raifed a perfecution againft good fenfe, 
efpecially in philofophy. Wolfius was banifhed for giving 
an admirable chain of the proofs of the exiftence of a 
God. The young nobility, who were defigned for the 
army, thought it a debafement to apply themfelves to 
ftudy ; and as the human mind generally runs into ex- 
tremes, they looked upon ignorance as a title of merit, 
and learning as ridiculous pedantry. 
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The fame caufe made the liberal arts decline. The 
academy of painting was now no more. Pe/ne, who had 
been the direétor of it, left off hiftory-painting to apply 
himfelf to portraits ; joyners turned {culptors, and mafons 
architeéts. A chymift whofe name was Bottcher, went 
from Berlin to Drefden; and gave the king of Poland the 
fecret for a kind of porcellane, which furpaffes that of 
China, both for the elegance of the figures, and the fine- 
nefs of the diapering. 

Our commerce was not yet fet on foot; the govern- 
ment checked it, by following principles dire&tly oppofite 
to its progrefs. But we mutt not conclude fram therice, 
that the nation wanted a genius for trade. The Venetzans 
and the Genoe/e were the firft who applied themfelves to it ; 
the difcovery of the compafs transferred it to the Portu- 
guefe and Spaniards ; it fhifted afterwards to England and 
Halland; the French followed it the laft, but foon reco- 
vered by their diligence what they had negle€ted through 
ignorance. If the inhabitants of Dantzick, Hamburg; 
and Lubeck, as well as the Danes, atid the Swedes, enrich 
themfelves every day by navigation, why fhould not the 
Pruffians do the fame? All men become quick-fighted, 
when the road to fortune is opened to them; but they 


muft be animated by example, excited by emulation, and 


encouraged by the fovereign. The French have been flow, 
and we are fo at prefent; perhaps our hour is not yet 
come, 

People were lefs attentive at that time to the increafe 
of commerce, than to the reduction of ufelefs expences. 
Mournings had been formerly deftruéctive to families. 
They ufed to give entertainments at burials; and even the 
funeral pomp was expenfive. All thofe cuftoms were abo- 
lifhed ; neither houfes nor chariots were hung with black, 
nor did they even fo much as give blick liveries; fo that 
ever fince that time people have died cheap. 

This military government influenced the manners of 
the inhabitants, and even regulated their fafhions. The 
public affeéted to affume a fowr air; through all the 
Prujffian territories no one had above three yards of cloth 
in his coat, or lefs than two yards of a fword hanging by 
his fide. The women fhunned the company of mcn, and 
the men took their revenge of them by drinking, fmoak- 
ing and buffoonery. In fhort, our manners had no longer 
any refemblance either to thofe of our anceftors, or of 
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our neighbours ; we were originals, and had the honour 
of .being wretchedly copied by fome of the petty princes of 
Germany. 

Such were the manners of Brandenburg under all its 
different governments, The genius of the nation lay con- 
cealed during a long feries of barbarous ages ; it raifed its 
head from time to time, but foon funk under the weight 
of ignorance and bad tafte ; and when fome lucky cir- 
cumftances feemed to favour its progrefs, a war broke out, 
whofe unhappy confequences deftroyed the ftate. We 
have feen this ftate rife out of its afhes; we have feen by 
what new efforts the nation was Civilized ; and if this 
great fire has thrown out only a few fparkles, a {mall 
matter is wanting to make it blaze. As feeds require a 
particular foil to fpread and unfold themfelves, in like man- 
ner nations have need of a concurrence of lucky circum- 
ftances, to raife them out of their lethargy, and to give 
them as it were, a new life. 

All governments have had a particular feries of events 
to run through, before they have been able to arrive at 
their higheft degree of perfection. Monarchies arrive at 
it by flower degrees than republics, nor do they preferve 
it fo long; and if it be true that the moft pe. fect form of 
government is that of a kingdom well adminiftred ; it is 
no lefs true, that republics attain fooner to the end. pro- 
pofed by their inftitution, and preferve themfelves in, it 
longer, becaufe good kings are fubject to death, but wife 
laws are immortal. 

In monarchies, the form of government has no other 
bafis than the abfolute will of a fovereign: the laws, the 
army, trade, induftry, and every other part of the ftate, 
are fubjet to the caprice of a fingle man, whofe fuccef- 
fors hardly ever refemble each other. Hence it generally 
follows, that at the acceffion of a new prince, the {tate is 
governed by new principles; and this is what hurts this 
form of government. ‘There is a proportion between the 
end propofed by republics, and the means they ufe to at- 
tain it; which is the reafon that they hardly ever mifs it. 
In monarchies a lazy prince fucceeds an ambitious one; 
after him comes a bigot; after him a warrior; after him 
a fcholar; after him an epicure or a cebauchce ; and while 


this moveable ftage of fortune exhibits inceflantly new 
fcenes, the genius of the nation diveried by a variety of 
objects, has not time to fix itfelf. It is necciiary, there- 
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fore, in monarchies, that thofe inftitutions which are to 
bid defiance to the viciffitude of time, fhould be fo deeply 
rooted as to be incapable of being deftroyed, without 
fhaking at the fame time the foundation of the throne. 

But frailty and inftability are infeparably connected with 
the works of man. The revolutions of monarchies and 
republics, have their origin in the immutable laws of 
nature. It is neceflary that the human paffions fhould 
ferve as fprings for the continual fhifting of new decora- 
tions, which the audacious fury of fome carries off, and 
the weaknefs of others is incapable of defending ; that un- 
bridled ambition fhould fubvert republics, and that arti- 
fice fhould triumph fometimes over fimplicity. Were it 
not for thefe great fhocks we are {peaking of, the univerfe 
would continue always the fame, and there would be no 
equality [in the fate of nations. Some would be always 
civilized and happy, and others always barbarous and un- 
fortunate. , 

We have feen monarchies rife and fall, and people once 
rude and unpolifhed, become civilized, and a model to 
other nations. May we not not conclude, that thefe nations 
have a revolution fimilar to that of the planets, which, 
in the opinion of fome aftronomers, after having in ten 
thoufand years run through the whole fpace of the heavens, 
find themfelves at length at the very place from whence 


- they fet out? 


Our bright days will therefore come, like thofe of 
other nations; and our expectations are fo much the 
better grounded, as we have paid tribute to barbarifm 
fome ages longer than the people of the fouth. 

Thefe precious ages are eafily known by the number 
of great men in every branch, who flourifh all at the 
fame time. Happy thofe princes who come into the world 
under fuch favourable conjunétures! Virtues, abilities, and 
genius impel them, by the fame law of motion, to the 
nobleft undertakings. 3 
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Art. xxx1t. A Rhapfody upon the Marvellous; Arifing from 
the firft Odes of Pindar and Horace. Being a Scrutiny 
into ancient poetical Fame, demanded by modern common 
Senfe, By Colley Cibber, E/g; P. L. 4t0. Price 1s, 
Printed for W. Lewis near Covent Garden, 


R. Cibber has always been allow’d a confiderable 

fhare of fame as a Wit, tho’ not as a Poer. 
And he retains his lively facetious vein, even at the great 
age to which he has now arriv’d. Of this the pamphlet 
now before us is a proof. It abounds with mirth, and 
that native hymour which runs thro’ all the comic wri- 
' tings of this author. His aim in this piece is to rally the 
great veneration generally paid to the ancients, whom he 
does not think fuperior in genius to the moderns, In 
his 4th page he thus excufes his attempt to bring the for- 
mer down to a level with the latter. 


¢ What, tho’ the attempt be madly rafh, 

I love the lightning’s random flafh ! 

Like Horace take a pride to fhew 

IndiGtum ore alio; 
Nay, treat of truths none yet have dar’d to know ; 
And be whatever may my doom, 


Still, Dulce eff periculum ! 


Danger delights the bard intrepid, 

Who feels within him raptures rapid, 

* Tumbling, like torrents, from the mountain ! 
(Old type of Heliconian fountain.) 

For never fure did murmuring meafure, 

Like verfe inundating give pleafure ; 

Tho’ /mocth, and deep, may flow with fenfe, 
Rage! Rage! it feems gives excellence ! 
When fierce impetuous furges rife, 

Till fpray of thought commands the {fkies ! 
Then thence are ancient ftrains commended, 
When fcarce their meaning’s comprehended ! 
Tho’ to the learned clearly known, &c.’— 


Mr. Cibber here feems clearly of opinion with Dean 
Swift, that 


Learned commentators view, 
In Homer more than Homer knew. 


* Monte decurrens velut amnis, &c. Hor. Ode II. L. iV. 
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The Laureat goes on, and introduces a comparifon be- 
twixt the chief of the ancient Greek and Roman poets, 
and thofe of our nation, and thinks Mitton equal to 
Homer, Denuam’s Cooper’s Hill to Virgil’s Georgics, 
DrybDen .to PINDAR, and Pore to Horace.’ What 
Mr. Cibber fays of the laft-mentioned Engli/h poet, fhéws 
the generofity and ingenuity of his heart. After remarking 
that Pope has borrow’d the plans of his fatires from Horace, 
yet h’y fays our author, 


¢ In new mill’d coin the loan repays, 

And mends the weight of Roman lays ; 

In ftronger ftrokes, and tints of nature, 

His fools and knaves enrich the fatire, 
And found his fenfe in more harmonious metre. 

This praife muft confcience on him fix, 

Tho’ oft the loon the Laureat licks!’ 


;, ? 
Mr. Cibber next proceeds to introduce a greater name. 


— ‘ But now behold our glowing fun ! 
At whofe approach thefe ftars are gone: 

See SHAKESPEARE’S full meridian light, 
Bids @ncient claims to fame good night ; 
Sweet nature’s mufe! hadf{t thou broke forth, 
Supported by an elder birth, 

As Reme nor Athens e’er could follow 

Thy high-wrote Hamlet or Othello, 

Can learned candour doubt fuch lays 

Had borne from either brows the bays ?? 





From page 9. 
‘ Since modern fame, then, ftands for nothing, 
Or takes two thoufand years for growth in, 
High time it feems for us who want it, 
To feize the feafon now! toplant it: 
For if this year we’ve wit or fenfe, 
Why mayn’t men think fo thoufands hence ? 
—Raifethen, my mufe, the lofty wing, 
And boldly perch’d by Afrace fing! 
Nor fear with Pindar’s founding fong, 
To take thy tow’ring flight along. 
From bothithefe ancient lyrifts choofe 
The leading ftrains of either mufe; 
Take the befl lights they can be feen in, 
Then mark, how marvellous their meaning ! 


Accord- 
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Accordingly our author fcans and ridicules the high flights 
of thefe two renowned bards. With him the loftieft and 
moft fublime paffages in the odes of thofe admir’d anci- 
ents are but meer rant arid bombaft. He rallies the choice 
that Pindar made of the Grecian public games, as fubjeéts 
unworthy the mufe; and concludes his firft-canto thus, 


‘ That fuch things were, is all we learn, 
But why fo glorious don’t difcern : 
Had virtue, ;wifdom, learning, a»ght 
T hat could \exalt the mind been wrought, 
Then might the mufe or breathing ftone, 
Their deeds with deathlefs glory crown: 
But, where the foul can take no part, 
Mere moving matter fhuns the heart ; 
And wreaths, to bones and nerves, affign’d, 
Difgrace the manhood of the mind. 
Sure from. fuch lays there’s little gleaning, 
Where founds and words take place of meaning! 
Shall we then read fuch fongs with f{miles, 
Or grieve fuch wreaths ne’er reach’d our ifles ? 

O Portmore ! Panton! had your fate 
Not train’d your high-bred fteeds fo late, 
How on Olympian columns carv’d, 
Had been your hard-run heats preferv’d ! 
Or when thofe monuments might fhiver; 
Had liv’d in lyrick lays for ever ! 
Who then fhall fay, that antient wit, 
Or horfe, out-ran us or out-wit? 
What tho’ the turgid foam of verfe, 
Too long has cheaply charm’d our ears, 
Still fhall we bear the childifh cheat? 
For never — can what’s falfe be great! 
But —— fo’t has been; from eldeft time 
Th’ impoffible was call’d fublime ! 
And equally an idle ftory 
Hus been of antient gods the glory. 
‘Co what ftrange powers did altars fhine? 
Mark but their attributes divine. 
When Fove t’ out-do the joys of man, 
Affumes the bull, the eagle,. fwan, 
In all thefe forms, however odd, 
They fing and magnify their god ! 
Nor deem they lewdnefs can be beftial, 
When fandiified by tafte celeftial, 
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¢ Softly, Sir Critic Tales like thefe ‘ 
Were types, of morals, myfteries ! 
Myfteries indeed ! where gods, in luft, 
Taught mortal paffions to be jut! 
As if what made their blifs fublime, 
Was one eternal rutting-time. 
Coarfe food for faith! no popifh bifhop ' 
E’er ferv’d his fools fo rank a difh up. 
Or fay blind zeal might think it wholfome, 
To fenfe and virtue {till ’twas fulfome : 
But heathen priefts knew vulgar confcience 
Would beft obey in chains of nonfenfe. - 
Thus, while the bard and prieft combin’d, 
They turn’d the brains of half mankind : 
Whate’er they taught us was infpir’d, 
The lefs conceiv’d, the more admir’d: 
Well ‘may fuch tyrant fame have fway, 
Which paffive children choofe t’ obey. 
Yet had fuch fear in faith o’er-rul’d us, 
Still had the frauds of Rome befool’d us. 
Still had their Beckets {purn’d allegiance, 
And monarchs fcourg’d been taught obedience. 











































In the fecond canto our author vindicates his attack upon 
the antients, and argues for the fame liberty of judging of, 
or cenfuring, their poetry, as well as their mythology. 
He boldly charges Pindar with hyperbolical: nonfenfe, and 
particularly falls upon, by way of inftance, the beginning of 
his firft ode, which he thus familiarly renders, to try the 
fenfe, in plain Englf, 


‘© As water and the golden mine *, 

«¢ All nature’s goodly gifts out-fhine, 

*¢ So, from whatever {ports excel, 

*¢ Olympick games muft bear the bell.” 


Mr. Crbber then facetioufly examines the fenfe of the 


Greek poet, as thus ftript of all its original glofs of orna- 
ment, as follows : 


* Our readers may fee Mr. Wcf’s tranflation of the be inning 
and greateft part of this ode, in our Review, vol, 1. p-a i." 


* Here, 








ode 3. to Theron. 
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%s Heré, tho” unmatch’d in tound or flame, 
The fenfe and fimile’s the fame : 
Yet neither fenfe nor fimile, 
Seem, with the thing compar’d t’agree. 
For how are games olympic fine, 
As water's good, and gold may fhine? 
Suppofe, to weigh the truth, we grant, 
T hefe three great objects excellent, 
Yet, bring their excellence together, 
Where’s the leaft femblance found in either ? 
Have gold, or water, in their nature, 
Of Grecian games one fingle feature ? 
Now if two des, unlike in kind, 
May be in fimile cofijoin’d, : 
Then Pindar’s odes, by deeply ftudying; 
Might be compar’d to def plumb-pudding, 
Nor call this ftile the meer mufe-munger, 
For what delight, in verfe, is ftronger, 
Than lumps of pudding give to hunger ? 
(Critick, if this to you feem low, 
Hark in your ear—I meant it fo.) 
Lug out your Pindar, Sir! we’ll fhow him, 
This fimule is not below him: 
For, when a running horfe is meant 
To match great nature’s element, 
Stands not the bealt as wide in type 
As pudding is from Pindar’s pipe? 
Nay grant his horfe than pudding greater, 
H¢’s fiill-a drop to tides of water ! 
J were itrange it fhould our fancy ftrike, 
‘That all thingsfine are fine alike! 
Say then, found judgment, which the worft is, 
The pudding’s Pindar, or the hoife’s? 
Pudding’s my word————-when they defeat it, 
The learned, then, fhall make me eat it. 
Yet Pindar’s Jays are fo divine, 
Where gold and water’s ftill fo fine, | 
‘That twice repeated, and again they_fhine ! 
For here * the games, there + Theron’s praifes, 
With this fame fimile be blazes. 
Tell us, ye learned, would this wonder 
Not be, in modern mufe, a blunder ? 





* See the beginning of ode 1. to Hierc. 
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For fimile’s, like fragrant pofies, 
Should frefh and frefh regale our nofes. 
Nor ferve they twice to fill the board, 
Like brawn or pye of Perigord: 

But where the thing, at beft, was bad, 
Then to repeat it, O fad! fad !”’ 


Our laureat proceeds thro’ four pages more ; but we ap- 
prehend we have already made this article large enough. | 


GF 
ArT. xxxiit. Sermons upon various fubjecis, by Nathaniel 


Lardner, D.D. Soldby J. Noon. Odfavo, Pages 402. 
S CH readers as are fond of grave and ferious difcourfes 
a 





on weighty and important fubjects, in the greateft 
plainnefs and‘ fimplicity of dreis, will be pleafed with thefe 
of our learned and pious author ; but thofe whofe tafte lies 
for elegant compofition, well-turn’d periods, fine language, 
ftriking fentiments, and lively and animated reprefentations 
of divine and moral truths, will find little to admire in 
them. | 

In his fermon on the nature, excellence, and importance 
of moral righteoufnefs, he gives a fingular interpretation to 
thofe words in the firft epiftle to the Corinthians, Then 
cometh the end, when he fhall have delivered up the kingdom 
to God even the Father, ce. which we fhall lay before our 
readers, without any farther extraéts. 

‘© The meaning of that paflage, fays he, I apprehend to 
be this : that the defign of Chrift’s undertaking is then ac- 
complifhed. And asthe motives and arguments taken from 
his life on earth, from his death, refurreétion, and afcenfion, 
were <fpecially fuited toa ftate of weaknefs, and imperfec- 
tion, temptation, and affliction ; thofe motivesand confider- 
ations will thenina great meafure ceafe. And the people and 
followers of Jelus, brought to a flate of perfeétion, will for 
the future be entirely governed by the reafon of things, and 
the will of God. “Yet ftill they will be for ever thankful 
for the gofpel-difpenfation, and for all the condefcenfion and 
humiliation of the Lord Jefus, and for his after-exaltation ; 
by which their “hearts were won to God, and they were 
eftablifhed, and upheld in the practice of virtue, under all 
the difficulties they met with here, until they were brought 
to glory.” 

The 
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The fubjeéts of his fermons are as follows: The duty 
of confideration ; the umreafonablenefs of delays in things 
of religion ; the nature, excellence, and importance of mo- 
ral righteoufnefs ; wifdom attainable by thofe who feek it ; 
little children brought to Chrift ; the happiuefs of having 
religious parents, and other pious relatives; the virtue and 
benefit of early piety ; a future ftate provable by reafon ; the 
gofpel the true way of falvation ; the good exerci’e of faith ; 
the: power of Chrift’s doétrine; a recommendation of 
things virtuous, lovely, and of good report; the imporiance 
of our words; the difficulty of governing the tongue ; the 
benefit of fearing always. ) 4 











ArT. xxxiv. Two Differtations concerning the Etymology 
and Scripture-meaning of the Hebrew words Elohim and 


Berith. .By Thomas Sharp, D. D. Archdeacon of Nor- 


thumberland, and Prebendary of Durham. Printed for 


J. and P. Knapton, Offave, Pages 166, Price 25. 6d. 


HESE two differtations are written with remarka- 
ble good fenfe, learning, and penetration; and with 


equal modefty and candour, ‘The fubjects of them are of 


fuch a nature as not to be capable of being rendered enter- 
taining or intelligible to the generality of our readers, 
who cannot be fuppos’d to underftand the Hebrew language ; 
but the defign of them is to prove that the followers of Mr. 


Hutchinfon have not fo much reafon, as they feem to take 


for granted they. have, to triumph in the new difcoveries 
they have made concerning the etymology of certain He- 


brew words, which they think of great importance for fup- 
. porting their extraordinary hypothefis. For this. parpofe 


this excellent author has made choice of two the moft cele- 
brated, and thofe in which they think they have the great- 
eft advantage. His firft differtation is on the word Elohim, 
or as they would read it Elahim, and whereas thefe gen- 
tlemen affirm that it is derived from Mah, a word which 
fignifies to {wear or bind one’s felf wiih an execrationy and 


Confequently refers to the oath or covenant into which the 


three perfons of the trinity fware to each other the petform- 
ing of theiz refpective parts in the covenant of redemption ; 
Dy. Sharp has {hewn by an enumeration of a great number 
of paflages where the word and its derivatives occur, that it 
does not fo properly fignify to fwear, as to adminifter an 
oath, and then if we make it to be derived from this roor, 
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the word Elobim will rather exprefs the perfon by whom an 
adjuration is made, or one who has a right to require an 
oath of another, than the perfon fwearing. But he after- 
wards obferves, that the word Elsah might be a name of 
God, which was itfelf a primitive word, and from whence 
the name of an oath, and the word that fignifies admini- 
ftring or taking it might be derived. Hehasa great many 
very curious remarks, and clofe cogent reafonings, fome of 
them indeed fo fubtile as to require great attention in reading 
them, which we fhall not at all touch upon. 

The differtation upon Berith is in oppofition to the notion 
that the word never fignifies a covenant, but is derived from 
Bar or Barar, to cleanfe or purify ; and it has been faid 
that being connected with Carath, {which fignifies to cut 
off, it fhould be rendered to cut off a purifier, i.e. to offer a 
victim, which had a reference to the great purifying fa- 
crifice. But Dr, Sharp proves from a variety of moft 
learned lexicographers and criticks, that it may have many 
other roots ; and fhews in a manner fufficient to convince 
any rational and impartial perfon, that there area multitude 
of inftances, in which to render the word according to the 
Hutchinfanian fenfe, would be moft evidently unintelligible 
and abfurd. On the whole he has demonftrated not only 
that there is no neceflity of having recourfe to their criti- 
cifms on either of thefe words, but that there is no room to 
admit them among the moft probable conjeétures; and 
having overthrown thefe two grand bulwarks of their caufe, 
tis reafonable to fuppofe that the reft muft be furrendered 
of courte, 

We hall mention but one particular more, which is, 
that he has fhown that Mr, Romaine has entirely altered an 
article in that dictionary of Calafio, which he has fo pom- 
poufly publithed, and inftead of giving, which had been 
very excufable, an additional note of his own, to rectif 
- the author’s fuppofed miftake, has fuppreffed what Cala fie 

wrote, to give the world inftead of it, what he thinks he 
fhould have wrote, or in other words, what he would have 
written, if he had been of the fame opinion with Mr, Ro- 
maine himfelf: a method which Ruffinus ufed in his tranf- 
lations of fome of the Greek fathers, whom he was deter- 
mined either to find or to make orthodox. . vA 
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Arr. xxxv. An Inquiry inuo the Caufes of the late In- 
ereafe of Robbers, 8c. with fome propofals for remedying 
this growing evil, By Henry Fielding, E/g; Barrifter at 
Law,.amd one of his Majefly’s Fuflices of the Peace for 
the County of Middlefex, and for the City and Liberty of 

‘“Weltminfter, Oétave Pamphlet, Price 2s.6d. Printed 

_ for A. Millar. 


HE publichath been hitherto not a little obliged to 
: Mr. Fielding for the entertainment his gayer perform- 
ances have afforded it; but now this gentleman hath a dif-. 
ferent claim to our thanks, for fervices of a more fubftantial 
nature. If he has been heretofore admired for his wit and 
humour, he now merits equal applaufe as a good magiftrate, 
a ufeful and active member, and a true friend to his coun- 
try.. As few writers have fhown fo juft and extenfive 
a knowledge of mankind in general, fonone ever had better 
opportunities for being perfeCtly acquainted with that clafs 
which is the main fubyeét of this performance: a clafs of all 
others the moft aectlicy and ufeful to all, yet the moft ne- 
ant and defpifed ; we mean the labouring part of the 
people, 

In this treatife our author profefles impartially to expofe 
the prefent reigning vices, and largely and freely to examine 
the laws relating to the provifion for the poor, and to the 
punifhment of felons : and this he has done with much 
fpirit, judgment, and learning. In his preface he fets out 
with an explanation of the nature and fundamentals of our 
political conftitution ; which, as he juftly obferves, is a word 
in the mouth of every man, and yet there is no fubjeét on 
which our ideas are more confufed and perplexed. ** Some, 
continues he, when they fpeak of th¢ conftitution, confine 
their notions to the law ; others to the legiflature; others 
again to the governing or executive part; and many there 
are who jumble all thefe together in one idea. One error, 
however, is common to them all: for all feem to have the 
conception of fomething uniform and permanent, as if thecon- 
ftitution of England partook rather of the nature of the foil 
than of the climate, and was as fixed and conttant as the 
former, not as changeing and variable as the latter.—— 
-Now inthis word, the con/titution, are included the original 
and fundamental law of the kingdom, from whence all 
powers are derived, and by which they are circumfcrib’d ; 
all legiflative and executive authority ; all thofe municipal 


3 pro- 

















































~ 


: } 
; . 
i 


(- 
: 
} 
i 





230 The MONTHLY REVIEW, 


provifions which are commonly called the Jaws; and laflly 
the cuftoms, manners, and habits of the people. Thefe 
joined together, do, I apprehend, form the political, as the 
feveral members of the body the animal ceconomy, with the 
humours and habit, compofe that which iscalled the natural 
conftitution.” In fhort, Mr. Fielding further explains this, 
by a comparifon with the Greet philofophy concerning the 
the foul, which fome of them held to refult from the har- 
monious compofition of the feveral parts of the body ; as 
mufic from the feveral parts of a well-tun’d inftrument : 
in the fame manner, fays he, from the difpofition of the 
feveral parts in a ftate, arifes that which we call the con- 
ititution. 

“¢ If the conftitution, as 1 have above afferted, be the re- 
fult of the difpofition of the feveral parts, it follows that this 
difpofition can never be alter’d, without producing a pro- 
portional change in the conftitution. 

“© Our known divifion, fays Mr. Fielding, of the people 
of this nation, is into the nobility, the gentry, and the com- 
monalty. What altereticns have happen’d among the two 
former of thefe I fhall not at prefent enquire; but that the 
laft, in their cufloms, manners, and hab‘ts, are greatly 
changed from what they were, I think to make appear.”— 
And this our author does by a view of the antient Hipp 2 
of the common people, who were all fervi'ely fubject to the 
fuperior ranks, by flavifh tenures the very names of which 
are now almott as little known to them as their nature. He 
then remarks on the vaft alteration that trade has produced 
in the condition of the commonalty, and their prefent al- 
moft unbounded liberty, or rather licentioufnefs ; and infers, 
that while the lower clafs hath acquir’d an immenfe addition. 
of power, thecivil power having not increafed, but decreaf- 
ed in the fame proportion, is not able to govern them.” — 
Thus far our abftraét of the preface; which is follow’d by a 
fhort introduction, from which we fhall give a paflage or 
two, to explain our author’s idea of the importance of his 
defign. . 

“¢ The great increafe of robberies, fays he, within thefe 
few years, is an evil which tome appears to deferve fome at- 
tention ; and the rather as it feems (tho’ already become fo 
flagrant) not yet to have arrived to that height of which it is 
capable, and which it is | kely toattain: for difeafes in the 
political, asin the natural bedy, feldom fail going onto their 
crifis, efpecially when nourifhed and encoureged by faults in 
the conftitution,”—<A little after he adds, ** For my own 
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part, 1 cannot help regarding thefe depredations in a more’ 
ferious light : nor can I help wondering that a nation fo: 


jealous of her liberties, that from the flighteft caufe, and of- 


ten without any caufe at all, we are always murmuring at’ 
our fuperiors, fhould tamely and quietly fupport the invafion 
of her properties by a few of the loweft and vileft among; 
us. Dothnot this fituation in reality level us with the moft 
enflaved countries? If J am to be aflaulted and pillaged, 
and plundered, if Ican neither fleep in my own houfe, nor 
walk the flreets, nor travel in fafety; is not my condition al- 
moft equally bad whether a licenc’d or unlicenc’d rogue, a dra+ 


goon or arobber, be the perfon who aflaults and plunders me ?. 
The only difference which I can perceive is, that the latter 


evil appears to me tobe more eafy to remove. If this be; 
as I clearly think it is, the cafe, furely there are few matters 
of more general concern than to put an immediate end to 
thefe outrages, which are become.fo notorious, and which, 
as I have obferv’d, feem to threaten us with fuch a dangerous 
increafe. What indeed may not the publick apprehend, 
when they are inform’d as an unqueftionable faét, that 
there are at this time a great gang of rogues, whofe num-~ 
ber falls little fhort of a hundred, who are incorporated in 
one body, have officers and a treafury ; and have reduced 
theft and robbery into a regular fyftem. There are of this 
fociety of men who appear in all difguifes, and mix in moft 
companies. Nor are they better vers’d in every art of cheatng, 
thieving, and robbing, than they are a:med with every me- 
thod of evading the laws, if they fhould ever be difcovered, 
and an attempt made to bring them to juftice. Here if 
they fail in refcuing the prifoner, or in bribing or deterring 
the profecutor, they have for their jaft refource fome rotten 
members of the law to forge a defence for them, and a great 
number of falfe witnefles ready to fupport it.” 

Mr. Fielding adds, that having feen the moft convincing 
proofs of all this, he cannot help thinking it high time to 
put fome ftop to the further progrefs of fuch impudent and 
audacious infults, not only on the properties of the fubjeét, 
but on the national juftice, and on the laws themfelves. 
The beft means of accomplifhing this; that he can think 
of, he fubmits to the publick confideration, after having 
= inquired into the caufes of the prefent growth of this 
evil. 

In fe&tion the firft he cenfiders the too frequent and ex- 
penfive diverfions among the lower kind of people ; which 
he looks upon as the caufe of many thefts and robberies, to 
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which tradefmen are too frequently tempted by the wants 
and neceffities their tafte this way often brings upomthem. 


Seétion 2d treats of drunkennefs, as a fecond confequence 


of luxury among the vulgar. This vice, as our author juft- 
ly remarks, ought by no means to be confidered asa fpiritual 
offence only, fince fo many temporal mifchiefs arife fromit 5 
among which are very frequently robbery and murder itfelf, 
I do not know, fays he, a more excellent inftitution than 
that of Pittacus, mentioned by Arifotle in his politics 5 by 
which a blow given by a drunken man, was more feverely 
punithed than if it had been given by one that was fuber 5 
*© for Pittacus, fays Ariffotle, confider’d the utility of the 
public, (asdrunken men are more apt to ftrike) and not the 
excufe, which might otherwile be allow’d to their drunken- 
nefs.” And fo far both the civil law and. our own have fol- 
Jow’d this inftitution, that neither have admitted drunken- 
nefs to be any excufe for any crime. 

After acurfory view of our laws for the fuppreffion of this 
vice, the author obferves, that the legiflature have been abure 
dantly careful on this head; and that the only blame lies on 
the remifinefs with which thefe wholfome provifions have 
been executed. 

‘* But though, fays he, I will not undertake to defend the 
miagiftrates of former times, who have furely been guilty of 
fome neglect of their duty ; yet, on behalf of the prefent 
commiffioners of the peace, | muft obferve, their cafe is 
very different. What phyficians te!l us of the animal func- 
tions, will hold true when applied to laws; both, by Jong 
difufe, lofe their elafticity and force. | Froward habits grow 
on‘men, as they do on children, by Jong indulgence ; 
nor will either fubmit eafily to corre€tion in matters where 
they have been accuftomed to at at their pleafure. They 
are very different offices to execute a new or a well-known 
Jaw, and to revive one which is obfolete. Jn the cafe ofa 
known law, cuftom brings men to fubmiffion ; and in all 
new provifions, the ill-will, if any, is leveli’d at the legif- 
lature, who are much more able to fupport it than-a few, 
er a fingle magiftrate. If therefore it be thought proper to 
fupprefs this vice, the legiflature muft once more take the 
matter into their hands; and to this, perhaps, they will be 
the more inclined, when it comes to their knowledge, that 
a new kind of drunkennefs, unknown to cur anceftors, 
is lately fprung up amongft us, and which, if not puta ftop 
to, will infalubly deftroy a great part of the inferior peo- 
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~The drunkennefs I here intend is, that acquired by the 
{t intoxicating liquors, and particularly by that poi- 
fon call’d gin; which, I have great reafon to think, is the 
principal fuftenance (if it may be fo call’d) of more than 
100,000 people in this metropolis. Many of thefe wretches 
there are, who fwallow pints of this poifon within the 
twenty-four hours; the dreadful effects of which I have 
the misfortune every day to fee, and tofmell too. Now, 
befides the moral ill confequences occafioned by drunkennefs, 
how greatly muft this be fuppofed to contribute to thofe po- 
litical mifchiefs which this eflay propofes to remedy? This 
will appear from confidering, that however cheap this vile 
' poifon may be, the poorer fort will not eafily be able to 
fupply themfelves with the quantities they defire; for the 
intoxicating draught itfelf difqualifies them from ufing any 
honeft means to acquire it, at the fame time that it removes 
all fenfe of fear and fhame, and emboldens them to commit 
every wicked and defperate enterprize. 

But beyond all this there is a dreadful confequence which 
muft attend the poifenous quality of this pernicious liggor 
to the health, the ftrength, and the very being of Hm- 
bers of his majefty’s moft ufeful fubjects. “Though perhaps 
this confequence may not fo vifibly appear in the diminuti- 
on of the ftrength, health, and lives of the prefent gene- 
ration ; yet let a man caft his eyes towards*our pofterity, 
and there the dreadful confequences muft alarm, I think, 
the moft fluggifh degree of public fpirit. What mutt be- 
come of the infant who is conceived in gin ? with the diftilla- 
ons of which it is nourifhed both in the womb and at the 
breaft! Are thefe wretched infants (if fuch can be fuppofed ca- 
pable of arriving at the age of maturity) to become our future 
failors, and our future grenadiers? It is by the labour of fuch 
as thefe, that all the emoluments of peace are to be procured 
us, and all the dangers of war averted from us ? Doth not this 
polluted fource, inftead of producing fervants for the hus- 
bandman, or artificer; inftead of providing recruits for 
the fea or the field, promife only to fill alms:houfes and 
hofpitals, and to infect the ftreets a and difeafes ?” 

The fubject of the third fetion, W gaming, among the 
vulgar, a third confequence of their luxury. This vice 
our author confiders as the fchool in which moft of our 
eminent highwaymen have been bred. He has feveral 
lively and affecting obfervations on the folly and infamy 
of this fafhionable and deceitful diverfion. Gamefter and 
fharper have indeed long and univerfally been fynonimous 
$44ms; and when a man is reduced to the laft necefiities, 
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how eafy’, as our author juftly remarks, is the tranfition 
from fraud to force; from a gamefter toa rogue? Perhaps, 
indeed, fays he, it is civil to fuppofe it any tranfition at all, 

Mr. Fielding concludes on this head, with a {ketch of 
our feveral laws againft this vice; and this he does partly 
for the ufe and encouragement of informers, and partly to 
infinuate the queftion to certain perfons, with what decency 
they can openly offend againft fuch plain, fuch folemn laws, 
the fevereft of which many of themfeives have, perhaps, 
been the makers of ? 

The 4th fection’ is much larger than any of the 
foregoing. It confifts of 37 pages; and contains a view 
of the laws relating to the provifion for the poor. ‘This 
is a very important chapter, which we could with every 
mafter of a family in the kingdom would read, and attentively 
regard. Having before run thro’ the feveral immediate 
confequences of a general luxury among the lower people, 
all which, as they tend to promote their diftrefles, may 
be reafonably fuppofed to put many of them of the bolder 

ind upon unlawful and violent’ means of relieving the 
mifchief which fuch vices have brought upon them; he 
comes now to a fecond caufe of the evil, in the improper 
regulation of what is called the poor in this kingdom, 
arifing, as he thinks, partly from the abufe of fome laws, 
and partly from the total negle&t of others; and fome- 
what perhaps from a defeét in the laws themfelves: All 
which he examines with the learning of a good lawyer, 
and the judgment of an able magiftrate. We could with 
pleafure give fome extracts of this ufeful chapter, but 
cannot dwell too minutely upon every part of this work. 
For we entirely think with our author, ** that it muft 
b: matter of aftonifhment to any man to refle&, that 
in a ccuntry where the poor are, beyond all comparifon, 
more liberally provided for than in any other part of the 
habitable globe, there fhould be found more beggars, more 
diftreft and miferable objects than are to be feen throughcut 
all the ftat:s of Europe. | 

In feGtion the 5th, the author treats of the punithment 
of receivers of ftolen goods. He examines the laws made 
for this purpofe, and finds them greatly defective ; and in 
order effectually to fupprefs this fet of moft infamous mif- 
creants, he likewife thinks, and certainly with great 
reafon, that it would be very proper to put an effeétual 
ftop to the prefent fcandalous method of compounding 
felony, by public advertifements in news papers. ** Might 
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not, fays he, the inferting fuch advertifements be ren- 
dered highly criminal in the authors of them, and in the 
printers themfelves, unlefs they difcover fuch authors. 

In fine, he hopes that fome methods will be found out, 
to put a ftop to the prefent practice of receiving ftollen- 
goods, knowing them tovbe fuch : ‘* of which, fays he, I 
daily fee the moft pernicious Confequences; many of the 
younger thieves appearing plainly to be taught, encouraged, 
and employed by the receivers.” 


The laws relating to vagabonds, are the fubje&. of Sec-- 


tion VI. in which he confiders what remedy our laws 
have applied to the public grievances arifing from the 
great number of wandering vagabonds, beggars and thieves, 
with which both town and country are fo intolerably 
pefter’d ; and wherein, thefe remedies appear defective. ' 
He obferves that another great encouragement to rob- 
bery, befides the certain means of finding a market for’ 
the booty, is the probability of efcaping punifhment.”’- 


“¢ Firft, then, fays he, the robber hath great hopes of | 


being undifcover’d : And this is one principal reafon why’ 


robberies are more frequent in this town, and in its neigh- 


bourhood, than in the remoter parts of the kingdom. 


Whoever confiders the cities of London and Wefiminfter, 


with the late vaft addition of their fuburbs; the great ir- 


regularity of their buildings, the immence number of lanes, ° 


alleys, courts, and bye-places; muft think that, had they 
been intended for the very purpofe of concea!ment, they 
could fcarce have been better contrived. Upon fucha view 


the whole appears as a vaft wood or foreft, in which a’ 


thief may harbour with as great fecuriry, as wild beafts 
do in the deferts of Africa or Arabia” ——After a recital 
of all our laws, from Alfred to the prefent time, for the 


apprehending, regulating, and punifhing of vagabonds,’ 


with obfervations on them, our author fhews wherein 
they are {till defective, and fuggefts a method for improv- 
ter but for this we refer the reader to the book 
itfelf. 

The 7th feGtion relates to the difficulties attending the 
apprehending of felons, which he confiders as another en- 
couragement that the thief flatters himfelf with. Thofe 
who are unacquainted with the laws for empowering both 
officers of juftice and private perfons to ferve their country 
in this refpeét, are much obliged to Mr. Fielding for the 
full information he has here given concerning fuch Jaws: 
To which he has added proper anfwers to all thofe argu- 
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ments which weak perfons, carried awayby popular prejudices® 
ufually bring in excufe for any occafional remi@nefs in 
the bringing of villains to juftice: fuch as the vulgar and 
abfurd odium commonly affix’d to the name of an informer, 
a thief-catcher, or a hangman. 

The eighth feétion has for its fubje€t, the difficulties 
which attend profecutions ; which he ranks as the fourth 
encouragement of robbers ; whofe fpirits are greatly held 
up by the remiffnefs of profecutors, who, fays our author, 
are often, | 

1. Fearful, and to be intimidated by the threats of a 
gang 5 O's 

2. Delicate, and cannot appear in a court; or, 

3. Indoient, and will not give themfelves the trouble 
of a profecution ; or,. 

4. Ayaricious, and will not undergo the expence of 
it; nay, perhaps find their account in compounding the 
matter; Or, 

5. Tender-hearted, and cannot take away the life of a 
man; OF, 

Laftly, Neceffitous, and cannot really afford the coft, 
however fmall, together with the lofs of time which 
attends it. 

The firft and fecond of thefe he juftly looks upon as too 
abfurd, and the third and fourth as too infamous ta be 
reafon’d with ; but on the two laft he beftows more par- 
ticular notice, as the fifth is an error fpringing originally 
out of a good principle in the mind, and the fixth is a 
fault in the conftitution very eafy to be remedied. 

The ninth fection treats of the trial and conviétion of 
felons. Here he enumerates the advantages which crimi- 
nals frequently have, either from the caution of the pro- 
fecutor’s evidence, or the hardinefs of their own; the dif- 
ficulty of convicting ftreet-robbers, from the circumftances 
of their generally committing their robberies in the dark, 
and when the perfons robb’d are in coaches or chairs, or, 
if on foot, being firft knock’d down, and for the time 
depriv’d of their fenfes; and from the various arts which 
the rogues make ufe of to prevent their being feen, or 
known.——TIn a matter of fo much concern to the public, 
Mr. Fielding offers his fentiments with great force of 
reafoning, and propofes that greater latitude fhould be al- 
lowed tothe force of impeachments by accomplices, than 


hitherto the law hath thought fit to allow. 
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Seétion the tenth is employed on the encouragement 
piven to robbers by frequent pardons. Here he directs 
himfelf only to thofe perfons who are within the reach of 
his majefty’s ear. Such will, he hopes, weigh well what 
he has faid (in another part of his book) onthe fubjeét of faife 
compafiion. He alfohopes too much good-nature will never 
tranfport. any of them fo far as it once did a clergyman in 
Scotland, who, in the fervor of his benevolence, pray’d to 
God that he would gracioufly be pleafed to pardon the poor 
Devil. 

After doing ample juftice and honour to that amiable 
virtue mercy, he concludes, that if the terror of example 
is the grand thing propofed by the execution of a criminal, 
when one man is facrificed to the prefervation of thoufands ; 
“if, fays he, the terror of this example is removed (as 
it certainly is by frequeut pardons) the defign of the law 
is rendered totally ineffectual ; the lives of the perfons ex- 
ecuted are thrown away, and facrificed rather to the ven- 
geance than to the good of the public, which receives no 
other advantage than by getting rid of a thief, whofe place 
will immediately be fupplied by another. Here then we 
may cry out with the poet 





favior Enfe 
Parcendi Rabies 





This I am confident may be afferted, that pardons have 
brought more men to the gallows than they have faved 
from it. So true is that fentiment of AZachiavel, that ex- 
amples of juftice are more merciful than the unbounded 
exercife of pity.” 

Se&tion XI. and laft treats of the manner of execution. 
And here we entirely agree with our author, whofe obfer- 
vations on this head are drawn from uncontrovertable ex- 
perience. As to the more practifed, and fpirited, and moft 
dangerous rogues, the day appointed by law for the execu- 
tion of fuch a one, Mr. Fielding fays is the day of glory 
in the opinion of the criminal himfelf. His proceffion to 
Tyburn, and his laft moments there, are all triumphant ; 
attended with the compaflion of the meek and tender-heart- 
ed, and with the applaufe, admiration, and envy * of -all 


* Our author’s painting upon the whole, is here very juft, ex. 


cept that his colouring isa little too high; the word moet 
as well have been omitted. ihe cme] BUGS 
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the bold and hardened. His behaviour in his prefent con- 
dition, not the crimes, how atrocious foever, which brought 
him to it, are thé fubject of contemplation ; and if he 
hath fenfe enough to temper his boldriefs with any degree 
of decency, his death is fpoke of by many with honour, by 
moft with pity, and by all with approbation. 

“© How far, continues our author, fich an example is 
from being an objeét of terror, efpecially to thofe for whofe 
ufe it is principally intended, I leave to the conlideration 
of every rational main; whether fuch examples as I have 
defcribed are'proper to be exhibited, muft be fubmitted to 
our fuperiors. — The great caufe of this evil is the frequen- 
cy of executions: the knowledge of human nature will prove 
this from reafon ; and the different effects which executi- 
ons produce in the minds of the fpectators in the country, 
‘where they are rare, and in London, where they are com- 
mon, will convince us by experience. ‘The thief who is 
“hanged to day, hath Jearnt his intrepidity from the exam- 
‘ple of his hanged predeceflors, as others are now taught to 
defpife death, and to bear it hereafter with boldnefs, from 
‘what they fee to day. 

The defign of thofe who firft appointed executions to be 
public, was to add the punifhment of fhame to that of 
death. But experience hath fhewn us, that the event is 
direétly contrary to this intention. Indeed a competent 
knowledge of human nature might have forefeen the con- 
fequence. ‘To unite the ideas of death and fhame is not 
foeafy as may be imagined. All ideas of the latter are 
abforbed by the former. ‘To prove this, I will appeal to 
any man who hath feen an execution, or a proceffion to an 
execution; let him tell me, when he, hath beheld a poor 
wretch in a cart, juft on the verge of eternity, all pale 
and trembling with his approaching fate, whether the idea 
of fhame hath ever intruded on his mind? Much lefs will 
the bold daring rogue who glories in his p-efent conditi- 
on, infpire the beholder with any fenfation. 

Tis very fenfibly obferved by our author, that the bufi- 
nefs here is to raife an object of terror, and at the fame time, 
as much as poffible, to ftrip it of all pity and all admira- 
tion. 

“ To this effet, fays he, it feems that the execution 
fhould be as foon as poffible after the commiffion and con- 
vidtion of the crime ; for if this be of an atrocious kind, 
the refentment of mankind being warm, would purfue the 
criminal to his laft end, and ail pity for the offender would 
be 
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be loft in deteftation of the offence. Whereas when execu- 
tions are delay’d, fo long as they fometimes are, the punifh- 
ment and not the crime is confider’d ;. and no good mind 
can avoid compaffionating a fet of wretches who are put to 
death we know not why, unlefs, as it almoft appears, to make 
a holiday for, and to entertain the mob.”’ | 

In another place it is fuggefted by the author, that if 
executions were fo:contriv’d, that few could be prefent ‘at 
them, they would be much more fhocking and terrible to 
to the crowd without doors than at prefent, as well as much 
more dreadful to the criminals themfelves, who would thus 
die in the prefence of only their enemies; and where the 
‘ boldeft of them would find no cordial to keep up his fpirits, 
nor any breath to flatter his ambition.” 

Mr. Fielding alfo thinks that the execution fhould be in 
the higheft degree folemn’; that it is not the effence of the 
thing itfelf, but the drefs and apparatus of it, which ovake 
an impreffion on the mind. In Holland the executions. aré 
incredibly folemn : they are performed in the Area before 
the ftadthoufe, and attended by all the magiftrates. The 
effeét of this folemnity is inconceiveable to thofe who have 
not obferved it in others, or felt it in themfelves ; and to 
this, perbaps, more. than to any other caufe, the rarenefs of 
executions in that country is owing. 

¢ Now the following method, adds he, which I -thall 
venture to prefcribe, as it would include all the three par- 
ticulars of celerity, privacy, and folemnity,..fo would it, I 
think, effe€tually remove all the evils complained of. —Sup- 
pofe then, that the court at the Old Baily was, at the 
end of the trials, to be adjourned during four days; that, 
againft the adjournment day, a gallows was‘ereéted at the 
area before the court ; that the criminals were all brought 
down on that day to receive fentence; and that this was 
executed the very moment after it was pronounce’d, in the 
fight and prefence of the judges.— Nothing can, | think, 
be more terrible than fuch an execution; and J leave ix 
to any man to refolve himfelf upon refleftion, whether fuch 
a day at the Old Baily, or a holliday at Tyburn, would 
make the ftrongeft impreflion on the minds: of every 
one.’ 3 

The author’s conclufion follows this laft quotation, and 

is well worth a reader’s attention ; but it isnow time for 
us to put a period to this. article... ¢ 
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Art. xxxv1. A Sy/tem of Divinity and Morality proper for 
all Families; containing a Series of difcourfes on the moft 
important points of natural and revealed Religion : Com- 
piled from the works of the moft eminent Divines of the 


f . Church of England, viz. | 
| Atterbury,  Clagget, Hort; Rogers, 
Barrow, Clarke, Fackfons Sharpes 


Bentley, Dorrington,  Lbbot, Singe, 
Balguy, Gibfon, Littleton, Stanhope, 
Beveridge, Goodman, Lupton, Stillingfleet, 
Blackball, Hickman, Moore, Tillotjon, 


Burnet, Hele, Mo, W ake, 
i Ben. Calamy, Hopkins, Pearfon, And others. 
ft Sold by R. Griffiths, and the reft of the Bookfellers. 


F this work we made fome mention in our Review for 
Mzy 1750, p. 64. to which we defire to refer the 
reader, as what we then {aid hath left us little room to add 
any thing here. Therefore we fhall only obferve that the 
compiler has finifh’d it according to his propofal, in five vo- 

. ,,jumes in twelves, at the price of fifteen fhillings bound. 
“fHe has been at the pains of making a very ufeful index, 
which is printed at the end of the fifth volume; and upon 
the whole he has not in the leaft fallen fhort of the good opi- 
nion we had conceived of his judgment and capacity, from 
a perufal of fome of the urft numbers ; and we doubt not 
but his work will be very acceptable to the publick, as it 
undoubtedly is the fineft mifcellany of the kind that ever 
was publifh’d. Indeed whoever confiders the ample fund 
of excellent materials which our church has furnith’d for fuch 
a collection, will want no farther recommendation of this, 
than an affurance that the compiler has judicioufly arranged 
his fubjeéts, as he appears tous to have done. And as his 
grand point was to make his work very cheap, and at the 
fame time to include in it as great variety * as was poffible 

to be contain’d within the compafs of five pocket volumes ; 


“ll 


he has abridg’d the difcourfes, and this in fuch a manner as 
| weare perfuaded will give general fatisfaction. 


* There are 132 difcourfes in this coHeétion. G 


N. B. Weare oblig’d, this month, for want of room, to defer 


both the foreign and Exglifo catalogues, (as in our laft) till our 
next, 
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